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Lansbury’s Reply to Churchill 


NATIONS SHOULD COOPERATE 
FOR PEACE—INSTEAD 
OF FOR WAR 


From Our Own Correspondent 


6c 


and action and will go his own way as we shall go ours. 


MANCHESTER, Tuesday. 


I come 


I COME not to attack Mr. Churchill; he has his own line of thought 


to you not with a new gospel, but with a fresh application of an 


old one.’’ 


~Mr. George Lansbury spoke thus to an audience of over 4,000 
people in the Free Trade Hall here tonight, which loudly applauded 


his definition of war as a “‘ stupid, 


Dead Sea fruit.’’ 


cruel futility bringing nothing but 


“We are here,” he continued, “not merely to discuss what Mr. Churchill has 
said or to discuss his speech at length; we are here to put our alternative. I 
want first to say that the reason I can’t stand for collective security is be- 
cause force has proved itself 2 dangerous delusion throughout the ages. The 
actuality for us to face, therefore, is not a choice between force and something 
else but to find the constructive alternative.” 


Pleading for actualities, Mr. Lansbury 
reminded his audience that only '1 
theory had we achieved any benefit from 
the last war. 


Theoretically democracy had been sav- 
ed. Actually the legacy of war was a set 
of rampant dictatorships and more and 
more militarism. 


We have spent since the War some- 
thing over £100,000,000 each year on 
armaments, making a total of more than 
£2,000,000,000, and if our forces are in 
such a dilapidated condition as we are 
told they are—well, somebody must have 
been putting money down the drain be- 
cause that money has been voted year by 
year. 


What the League 
Should do 


Dealing with the need for a new 
League, Mr. Lansbury spoke of the 
brotherhood of man as a sentiment to 
be applied, both at home and abroad. 


Wherever one went in this country or 
overseas it was unmistakably clear that 
everyone desired social justice and the 
spiritual and mental development of 
mankind. 


The work of the League was to give 
that lead; not to fight one another nor 
to band ourselves around the illusion 
of the balance of power, but to lift the 
standard of life for the millions of 
workers everywhere; to get rid of class 
dispute and labour troubles by reason. 


“The problem that we have to face is 
not one of production but of distribu- 
tion,” declared Mr. Lansbury. “If people 
say to you ‘Look how difficult it is to 
organize the distribution of goods,’ say 
to them, ‘Think how difficult it is to crg- 
anize a great war; think what it is cost- 
ing in money and brain power.’ 


“What you and I have to do is to turn 
people completely round: we have to say 
that all that energy and power shall be 
given to the service and not the destruc- 
tion of mankind. There is no reason why 
it can’t be done except the unreason of 
statesmen.” 


Truth About Britain 


and Germany 


Mr. Lansbury urged young people not 
to let their minds grow old nor to allow 
others to persuade them that some 
people have a double dose of original sin. 

Don't believe either, he emphasized, 


that if you do right you will suffer. Nor 


Don't worry boys, 
she's terrifyingly 
tron 


INSKIP BLURTS 
IT OUT 


IR THOMAS INSKIP has dashed 
«J the hopes of those who thought 
that by enrolling in air raid precau- 
tions they could be sure of under- 
taking humanitarian work in the event 
of war. 


On Monday he revealed that the 
most suitable duty to be undertaken 
by each person in wartime would ‘e 
decided by " a competent authority." 
He added, according to “The 
Times,” that " nobody would escape 
that obligation by having chosen in 
peace time an obligation that he 
might think more attractive.” 


Sir Thomas Inskip's statement is 
further discussed in Public Affairs 
Commentary, page 2. The moral, 
that democracy cannot engage in an 
arms race and remain democracy, is 
shown in the cartoon below. 
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LOTLEWOO? MOORE 


THE BIG (ARMS) RACE 


must you believe that there are mad 
dogs in the world. I am an old man and 
I know that it is not true. 


“What is true is that all of us have 
sinned, you and J, Britain and Germany, 
and we all have to pay for our sin. When 
you are going to judge someone else, 
look at them, see yourself in them and 
see something of God in everybody. 


“The thing that will bring goodness 
out of man and woman is not the 
sword or the bomb; it is being kind to 
them, making your enemy understand 
that you forgive as you hope to be 
forgiven and that you are willing to be 
sharers with him in helping to build a 
better and nobler life than that which 
has brought you to enmity. 


“The German stands there; we stand 
here; there is nothing between us, only 
selfishness. We must bring them to- 
gether with the spirit of good will and 
comradeship, and not the spirit of over- 
whelming force.” 
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German Pastors 


Disobey 
NO OATH TO HITLER 


The leaders of the Confessional 
Church have decided to refuse to take 
the oath of loyalty to Hitler which 
National Socialist Church authorities 
demanded from pastors by the end of 
May. 

In Berlin alone refusal to take the 
oath has come from more than a hundred 
pastors. 

The oath in question is identical with 
that taken by civil servants, officers, 
Storm Troop leaders, Black Guards, and 
the Hitler Youth. In 1934 the Confes- 
sional Church was able successfully to 
resist the imposition of such an oath. 


“WOULD BE BLASPHEMY ” 

A statement issued by Confessional 
Church leaders on the present occasion 
declares: 

The addition demanded beyond the Scrip- 
ture is contradictory to the Scripture. The 
solemn invocation to God on behalf of this 
addition would be a blasphemy because His 
Name would be used for a pledge which is 
contradictory to the Scripture. 

We are obliged to refuse the oath of 
loyalty to the head of the State as it is 
requested by the Supreme Church Council. 
In the presence of God we can take only an 
oath which is circumscribed by God’s Word 
according to the Holy Scripture. 
Meanwhile Pastor Niemoeller is still 

in a concentration camp, all appeals on 
his behalf having been rejected. 


— ———— 


I NEAR EAST 


MOVES 


EXPOSE THE 
“COLLECTIVE” 
MYTH 


By a Special Correspondent 


HE easing of the Germano- 
Czechoslovakian crisis during 
the weekend of May 20 to 24 


has been hailed as a triumph for 
collective security, an example of how 
the threat of collective force has pre- 
vented an act of aggression and achieved 
a result apparently satisfactory to both 
parties of the dispute. 

On May 24, British newspapers of the 
Left and Centre applauded the action 
by the Government during the previous 
two or three days, in particular the 
threat to take military action should 
Germany march into Czechoslovakia, 
and declared that the outcome of the 
dispute was a clear proof that the road 
to security and peace lay through col- 
lective action, including military action, 
if need be, on the part of the “ peaceful” 
Powers. 

CONFLICT ONLY 
POSTPONED 

One would have thought that even a 
precursory glance at the present world 
situation would have suggested that the 
utmost that could be claimed for the 
easing of the position regarding Czecho- 
slovakia was that it had postponed the 
conflict, perhaps merely provided a 
breathing space in which Germany 
would prepare new plans to gain her 
ends, or (dare we hope) afforded an 
opportunity, say, for Great Britain to 
take the initiative in bringing forward 
far-reaching proposals for the economic 
appeasement of the have-not Powers. 

It will certainly be surprising if a 
threat to meet an act of aggression by 
military action, while :gnoring the con- 
ditions which have led to that aggression, 
succeeds in pacifying Germany or in 
securing lasting peace between her and 
Czechoslovakia. 

The future course of events in Europe 
will be chiefly determined by the econ- 
omic situation, and the indisputable fact 
is that so long as Germany and the other 
have-not Powers are compelled to re- 
main in their present plight, acts of 
aggression will continue, if not in one 
place then in another. 

In a leading article headed “ Lesson 
of the Crisis” in its issue of May 24, the 
Daily Herald claimed that the Czecho- 
slovakian crisis had been averted by 
action which fulfilled two conditions 
that the Labour movement hac re- 
peatedly urged were essential to the pre- 
servation of peace, viz.: 

1, “The knowledge that any aggressor, 
any Power breaking the peace for its own 
ends, will be met by such a collective 
resistance that the risks involved will be 
too great to be faced.” 

2. “The knowledge that any country or 
people suffering from any grievance or 
feeling of grievance can be sure that every- 
thing consonant with justice and cquity 
will be done to remove that grievance.” 
The following excerpt from the state- 

ment made ‘by the Prime Minister to 
the House of Commons on May 24 cer- 
tainly indicated that the first of these 
conditions had been fulfilled: “The 
British Government represented to the 
(continued on page 2, col. 1) 
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Collective Security Myth 
(Continued from page 1, col. 4) 


German Government the urgent im- 
portance of reaching a settlement if 
Euronean peace is to be preserved...” 


WHAT GERMANY 
WANTS 


But what of the second condition? 
Germany may or may not believe that 
the grievances of the Sudeten Germans 
in Czechoslovakia are to be fairly met, 
but who that is familiar with Germany’s 
economic difficulties imagines for one 
moment that her ultimate concern is 
merely to secure justice for the Sudeten 
Germans? 

It requires no special gift of insight 
to recognize that Germany’s struggle on 
behalf of the Sudeten Germans is part 
of her bigger struggle for markets and 
raw materials. 

That struggle takes the form of a de- 
mand for colcaies, on the one hand, and 
for roping into the Nazi fold the various 
German-speaking communities surround- 
ing her borders, on the other hand. 
Then why not face that fact? Why all 
this pretence? Why not admit that the 
inevitable reply to the big closed-in 
empires is aggression, notwithstanding 
threats of force, collective security, &c.? 

What Germany wants is the monopoly 
control of some of the extensive wheat- 
lands and the valuable raw materials 
which lie beyond her Eastern boundary, 
and unless there takes place very soon 
a reorganization of the world’s supplies 
of foodstuffs and raw materials on a 
cooperative basis, Germany will seize 
every opportunity to satisfy her desire. 

And we may depend upon it that op- 
portunities will arise, for troubled times 
are ahead for nearly every State in 
Europe. Germany will await the coming 
of trouble and may possibly help it 
along. 

If anyone imagines that the settlement 
of the Sudeten problem which seems 
likely.to be realized will satisfy Germany 
and ensure peace, he should read Mr. 
Churchill’s speech, delivered at Ching- 
ford on May 24. 

On that occasion Mr. Churchill stated 
bluntly that Germany was not ready for 
a major war, and thus had no option 
but to retreat when she discovered that 
an act of aggression toward Czecho- 
slovakia would probably lead to a Euro- 
pean war. The recent threat of force 
made by Britain (and France) had only 
postponed the crisis. 

If, therefore, in dealing with Germany 
and the other have-not Powers, this 
country is going to evade the causes of 
aggression, and in conjunction with 
other Powers, take collective action, in- 
cluding a threat of military force, to 
stop or prevent aggression, then it is 
necessary to realize while there is time 
for reflection, precisely what this course 
involves. 

MOVES IN 
NEAR EAST 


Mr. Churchill has no illusions on the 
matter. In his view it involves the fol- 
lowing: 

1. A vast reinforcement of our military 
strength; 

2. Bringing still more Powers on to our 
side. As he puts it: “We shall require a 
much stronger team in the future, More 
peace-making nations will have to act as 
special constables on the threatened beats 
of Europe.” 

What is far more ominous is that Mr. 
Churchill is strongly supported in these 
demands by both the Liberal Party and 
the Labour Party. 

This. then, is the position: 

There are to be bigger armaments than 
ever—considerably bigger :f we are to 
surpass the estimated military strength of 
Germany. The critical year is 1940. Unless 
we have caught up to Germany by then, 
there may be war 

Hence the panic, fostered by every 
political party, cver the situation in the 
production of bombing planes and other 
war aircraft. From all sides comes the 
demand for speeding-up production. 

At the same time it is necessary to 
secure new allies. 

One important Power, Turkey, has 
been breught a little nearer to the 


“peaceful” fold. This has been accom- 
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Next Week’s 
Anniversary 


THE number of copies of PEACE 
NEWS printed last week was a 
record order—19,730. 


Although this week’s issue appears al- 
most two years after the first number 
to be published (that was on June 6, 
1936) our second anniversary really falls 
next week, with the 104th issue. 


Our aim is to reach a circulation of 
20,000 by that anniversary. 


What are you doing to enable us to 
reach that goal? Groups, in particular, 
can give valuable help by making 
special arrangements for street-selling. 

We reached 10,000 in the first year— 


help us to get the second 10,000 by next 
week. 


plished by the offer of advantageous 
trading terms, and by an arrangement 
whereby Britain is to strengthen the 
Turkish Navy. 


“The objects of this deal” explains 
one London daily, “are to expand 
British trade with Turkey, and to free 
the Turks from Nazi financial and 
strategic influences.” Also, presumably, 
by our assisting Turkey to acquire a 
stronger navy, we help her to qualify 
as a member of the “ peaceful” block. 


France is apparently also playing a 
part in this, for on Tuesday The Times 
reported that the French Foreign Min- 
ister, M. Bonnet, had “accepted with 
alacrity an official invitation to visit 
Turkey in August or September.” Many 
Turks, including the Ataturk himself, 
are friends of M. Bonnet. 


BALANCE OF POWER 
AGAIN 


It thus becomes crystal clear that col- 
lective security is nothing else than the 
pre-War balance of power, with its fatal 
military alliances and its nerve-racking 
uncertainties, since various Powers are 
to be entreated by all manner of entice- 
ments to join this block against that, 
which means in practice that Powers 
may be bribed out of one camp into the 
other overnight. 


Should fascism make further advances 
in the next world slump, that would cause 
a drift in the direction of the fascist block. 
When the balance is favourable to the dis- 
satisfied or have-not Powers war may 
occur, unless in the meantime the have 
Powers have taken the courageous course 
of calling a conference to redress the 
world’s economic wrongs. 


What pacifists should not overlook is that 
the policy of collective security above des- 
cribed is power politics at its very worst. 

The root of the trouble in Czechoslovakia 
is the vast economic monopolies owned by the 
financiers of Britain and the other have 
Powers. The beneficiaries of these monopolies 
refuse to give up advantages to which they 
have no right, and which cannot be defended 
on grounds of justice, in consequence of 
which the have-not Powers claim the right 
to acquire similar monopolies at the expense 
of weaker neighbours. Were this major 
problem solved, the dispute over the rights 
of the Sudeten Germans would be settled 
immediately. 


What a tragedy that working-men sup- 
porters of Liberalism and Labour should be 
asked once again to line up for war in the 
name ‘of the League of Nations, collective 
security, the defence of international law, 
peace, and stopping fascist aggression, 
when in fact they will be expected to kill 
their fellow workers abroad in defence of 
British imperialism and British economic 
monopolies, the owners of which will fasten 
upon them the very yoke of fascism they 
were led to believe was the evil to be des- 
troyed. 


A more pathetic tragedy it is not possible 
to imagine. What a task for the PPU—to 
open the eyes of these deluded people! It is 
our job and we must not shirk it. After the 
recent Czechoslovakia crisis we must expect 
more drive to be put into the policy of col- 
lective security. 


Let that fact stir us to greater zeal to reveal 
the true state of affairs to the people, to 
show them that unless the nations organize 
their economic resources on a cooperative 
basis, the burden of militarism which the 
maintenance of economic monopoly necessi- 
tates will bring down all the Powers alike, 
or destroy them in war, in the end. 

Ww. W. 


P.P.U. MANIFESTO POSTER BANNED BY L.P.T.B. 


From Our Own Correspondent 


TRe London Passenger Transport Board will not allow the Highgate group 

of the Peace Pledge Union to exhibit a PPU Manifesto poster at High- 

gate Underground station, on the ground that it “ will not,accept from any 
organization posters of a political or controversial character.” 

The Highgate group has been exhibiting PPU posters at the Underground 


station for some time. 


(Essential points in the PPU Manifesto are given on page eight.) 


Publi 


Inskip's Admission 


F anyone is still under the impression 

that this country can remain demo- 
cratic in time of war, his illusions would 
be dispelled by reading Sir Thomas 
Inskip’s speech in the House of Com- 
mons on Monday, and Mr. Chamberlain’s 
confirmation of it on Wednesday. 

Government spokesmen have on 
frequent occasions stressed the fact that 
those who volunteer for ARP work will 
be automatically exempted from any 
other service in time of war. Yet this 
wa. emphatically denied by the Minister 
for the Coordination of Defence when 
he said: 

There is certain to be, in the event of 
war, a competent authority who will allo- 
cate, according to the age and capacity of 
each person, a suitable position for that 
person to occupy, and nobody can escape 
from the obligation that will be placed 
on him in the circumstances by choosing a 
position in peace time. 

This is the most explicit statement 
yet made by a government spokesman 
of a fact which must be elementary 
first principles to anyone with an under- 
standing of modern military strategy. 
Modern war is waged, not only by 
the recognized fighting Services but also 
by the un-uniformed masses.in the fac- 
tories and offices of the country. 

The only efficient way of organizing 
the resources and man-power of a 
country for the purpose of warfare is 
to place the whole country under as 
strict a military discipline as exists in 
the fighting Services. Even Mr. Aneurin 
Bevan appears at last to have realized 
this, for he remarked during the course 
of the debate that “it was interesting to 
note that one of the means of defending 
democracy in this country would be the 
immediate abandonment of democratic 
rights.” He would have realized this 
eighteen months ago if he had taken the 
trouble to examine the literature of the 
Peace Pledge Union. 


From Peace to War 


HE Government has prepared the 
measures which it knows will be 
necessary in time of war, but the plans 
are farther ahead in the way of mili- 
tarization than anything which the 
country would accept in time of peace. 
The Government’s main problem is 
therefore to discover means of intro- 
ducing military and civil conscription 
without anybody noticing it. 

It has got the National Register and 
other subtleties ready up its sleeve, and 
is waiting only for a suitable moment of 
panic or extreme patriotism to intro- 
duce them. In the meantime, it has to 
go on pretending that the voluntary 
system is working. 


This is particularly noticeable in the 
ARP Department. A great deal of the 
muddle and inactivity in connexion with 
ARP is probably to be explained by the 
fact that the people concerned realize 
that most of the plans at present in 
operation will have to be scrapped the 
moment compulsory powers can be 
taken. 


As Sir Thomas Inskip said, “If a man is 
of suitable age for military service, he 
wil! be called on by Parliament to 
render that service if it is thought more 
important than service in the police 
force.” 


In other words, as Mr. Ede remarked 
in the debate: 

I hope that this (Sir T. Inskip’s speech) 
will be noticed by those who are now 
joining these various forces, because it 
cannot give much encouragement to local 
authorities to go on recruiting Air Raid 
Wardens and other people while that 
position holds good, because they may be 
training people who, when the emergency 
arises, will be withdrawn from that service 
and put into another. 


This Freedom 


IR T. Inskip: If the House will heed 


the words I have used and the sense 
in which I have used them, they need 
have no apprehension that liberties will 
be interfered with except by the de- 
cision of the House. 


Engineers and Rearmament 


E attitude of the Amalgamated 
Engineering Union toward dilution 


|, Of labour and other encroachments on 


. June 4, 1938, 


trade union rights was clearly stated at 
the conference at Morecambe. 


The resolution which was finally, 
adopted reads: 

This National Committee, having heard, 
the President’s statement on the Nationalt 
Government’s arms programme, while con- 
grafulating the Executive Council's action’ 
to date, desire to state that they will not’ 
tolerate any interference with the rights 
and privileges of their organization, be- 
lieving that any form of dilution is un« 
necessary. 

This stiffening of attitude is due 
largely to two causes. First, the dis- 
parity between the Prime Minister’s 
statements and those of Sir T. Inskip; 
the latter said that dilution was neces- 
sary, while the former said that the 
arms programme could be carried! 
through without dilution. The second 
reason was the Government’s refusal to 
permit the export of arms to the Spanish 
Government. 

_Clearly, the majority of the men are 
prepared to supply arms for a democratic 
nation, but not for a fascist one. If they, 
continue to think seriously along these 
lines—and think realistically and not in 
catchwords—they will arrive at the con- 
clusion that armaments cannot be 
grafted on to a country without altering 
the form of its social organization and 
that if a country adopts rearmament 
seriously, it cannot help being trans- 
formed into a dictatorship. 


Martial Law 


N fact, anyone backing rearmament— 
for any purpose—must be ready to 
accept martial law, as was shown by the 
Duke of Sutherland on May 17, when he 
said (according to the Daily Telegraph): 
Some people asked why we could not 
turn out machines today as we could have 
done in 1919 when, he believed, the country 
could have turned out 12,000 a year, or 
1,000 a month. 
The answer was, because this country was 
not on a war footing today and did not 
have martial law. 


A Military Objective 

"THE way in which modern war in- 
volves the entire population has also 

been graphically illustrated in Spain 

and China during the past week. 

A few months ago “the growing horror 
of aerial bombardment of defenceless 
civilians” led Parliament to accept a 
Labour member's resolution calling for 
“an international agreement to co- 
operate in its prohibition.” Questioned 
on Monday as to what action had been 
taken to give effect to this, a Govern- 
ment spokesman said the question had 
been studied. 

with a view to overcoming the technical 

and legal difficulties involved, but a decision 

had not yet been reached in a form which 
could advantageously be submitted to other 
governments. 

The Premier himself later said “ it was 
no use putting forward crude and un- 
thought-out proposals.” 

One wonders if one of the “ difficulties 
involved” is the fact that the Spanish 
insurgents are finding it hard to achieve 
victory. With restrictions on bombing 
it would be harder still. 

The impossibility of real restriction, 
of course, lies in the fact that the civil 
population is, today, a military objective. 
Indeed, as soon as everyone has been 
conscripted for his (or her) wartime job, 
the civil population will have become 
a thing of the past. 


A British "Peace Plan” ? 


Discharge of some of the reservists 
called up by the Czech Government be- 
gan this week—an indication that the 
immediate situation has improved. 

In view of the fact that the real issue 
between Czechoslovakia and Germany 
is the foreign policy of the former, it is 
interesting to note that in a “peace plan” 
attributed to Britain one of the points 
is the replacement of Czech alliances 
with France and Russia by a joint Anglo- 
French guarantee of her neutrality in 
the event of unprovoked aggression. 

Other points in this plan are said to 
be “cantonization” of Czechoslovakia 
(on Swiss lines), and dispatch of a 
neutral inquiry commission to the 
Sudeten districts. 


“ Vigilant” 
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News From Abroad 3 


— 


Wide Opposition to Fascism in Italy 


OFFICIAL ADMITS FAILURE 
OF OPPRESSION 


“No District Free from Rebellious Activity ” 


FFICIAL confirmation that opposition to dictatorship cannot be 
Jestroyed, even by the drastic sentences of special courts, comes 


from Italy. 


Professor Gage, 


public prosecutor at one of these 


special courts, recently admitted that anti-fascist action continues on all 


sides. 


“We must bear in mind,” he wrote in 
the Italian Journal of Criminal Law 
(quoted by P. Giova in the Sozialistische 
Warte), “ that no district, no province in 
Italy is free from this rebellious activ- 
ity.” 


BAD ECONOMIC 
CONDITIONS 


Professor Gaggi based his observations 
on ten years’ experience in the prosecu- 
tion of anti-fascists. 

Among the causes which have con- 
tributed to the thriving of the opposition, 


he reckons the bad economic conditions, 


although he does not quite understand 
how such an agitation could grip the 
masses “considering that the tremen- 
dous work done for them every day by 
fascism, in which they share, is daily be- 
fore their eyes.” 


HOW OPPRESSION 
FAILS 


That the oppression exercised by 
fascist dictatorship is yet in the end in- 
efficacious is acknowledged by Professor 
Gaggi when he writes: 

The long terms of imprisonment only 
increased the political fervour of the 
delinquents. For only thus can it be ex- 
plained that young people who are 28 or 
30 years old when they leave prison, where 
they have spent eight or ten years on 
account of their seditious activities, begin 
their political work anew after a few weeks, 
and so come into confiict again with the 
severe justice of the special courts. 

He mentions that young people of 
twenty to thirty have told him calmly 
they were prepared to spend their whole 
life in prison in two or three periods, and 
ends with the remark, that the means of 
repression against this are impotent, in- 
sufficient and one-sided. “To him of 
course it is incomprehensible.” Giova 
ends his article in the Sozialistische 
Warte, “there are people who are 
determined to devote their life to right 
and liberty. But all the more strength 
will it lend to those who today see 
‘officially’ hardly anything but the 
triumph of naked violence. 

“From it they will draw strength to 
withstand this ‘right of violence’ and to 
bring right itself into power.” 

Persdienst. 


No Flowers fer the 
Germans 


Geneva A person just back from a 
four-months’ stay in Italy, with con- 
siderable opportunitics for hearing 
Italians expressing themselves as freely 
as they dare, reports the Italian attitude 
on current world events as follows :— 

As regards Austrian annexation by 
Hitler, it seems certain that Mussolini is 
really troubled, though he puts a geod face 
on it. 

On the northern frontier an old peasant 
weman refused to plant buibs this year. 
Asked why, she replied: I’m not going to 
plant bulbs in order that the Germars may 
pick flowers. 

There is no popular enthusiasm for 
Italian participation in the war in Spain, 
but the people take the fatalistic view that 
whatever Mussolini ordains has to be 
accepted. , 

—Nofrontier News Service. 


EXAMPLE FOR GLAMOUR 
GIRLS 


Because she did not want to add glamour 
to militarism, Mildred Eads, of the University 
of Wisconsin, recently refused her appoint- 
ment to the Court of Honour at the 
university's military ball. (As was shown in 
PEACE NEWS some weeks ago, girls are 
elected honorary officers or sponsors of 
Reserve OTC units in colleges—as bait for 
the men). 

“The resulting clamour by the Military 
Department and the reactionary press was 
terrific,” reports-World Events, “ particularly 
because she was candidate for ‘Badger 
Beauty’ honour last year and was selected 
by the Chicago Tribune as one of two 
*typical co-eds’ of Wisconsin.” 


NEW ZEALAND 
NOW HAS ITs 
PEACE PLEDGE 
UNION 


From Our Own Correspondent 


TH Peace Pledge Union has now 

started in New Zealand and is 
trying to coordinate the work of 
other pacifist groups. 

This announcement was made by the 
Rev. R. P. Taylor, of New Zealand, who 
spoke to the Wandsworth PPU group 
last week on “ The Peace Movement in 
New Zealand.” Mr. Tayler is in Eng- 
land for twelve months only, and is at 
present a member of the Wandsworth 
PPU group. 

He said that although, as a new 
country, New Zealand was of course 
progressive, yet she had had conscrip- 
tion before the Great War. This con- 
tinued right up to 1931-32, when it was 
dropped, except in the schools. The pre- 
sent government had promised that it 
would not introduce conscription. 

Although the No More War Movement had 
for long been in existence in New Zealand, 


it was only in recent years that pacifism had 
really made progress. 


A FREER PRESS 

The people really began to swing toward 
pacifism from the time of the famous Oxford 
Union debate. The same debate was held 
and the motion passed in Mr. Taylor’s own 
university. 

Soon afterward the Christian Pacifist 
Society was formed, followed by the Pacifist 
Ministers’ Association, which included Christ- 
ian ministers of all denom:nations. The 
Peace Pledge Union had started quite 
recently. 

The New Zealand newspapers seemed to 
be much freer than those in England, and 
gave much prominence to reports of peace 
meetings and debates. 

Mr. Taylor felt that New Zealand had a 
great opportunity to lead the way in pacifism 
and disarmament. 


Members of the International Youth Group in Paris 


Students from 29 Lands 


Make 
This 


The proposal of the Knights of Peace 
Association to open a Youth Hostel 
for foreign students in Lendon gives 
topical interest to the following de- 
scription of the work of the Inter- 
national Youth Group among students 
in Paris. 

By MAGDELEINE LEVY, 
Secretary, Cercle International de 
Jeunesse. 


International Youth Group 
(Cercle International de Jeunesse) 
was founded by Quakers in 1928, with 
the aim of bringing together the young 
people coming from every country to 
study in France. 

Since often he sees only others like 
himself, the student may leave France 
without having had many contacts with 
French people; having lost the chance to 
know them, be known by them, and con- 


sequently to destroy on both sides many 
prejudices. 


TWO AIMS 
To welcome students, to give them 
brotherly feelings, and to work thus for 
the establishment of peace, was there- 
fore the first aim of the Cercle. 


The C.O. Was the Central Figure 


U.S. PACIFISTS IN 
CONFERENCE 


From Our Own Correspendent 
NEW YORK. 


F[XPLORING the universe with one's 


feet on the ground might be a nut- 
shell description of the ninth annual 
conference of the American War Resis- 
ters’ League. 

“Pacifist Strategy, 1938," was the general 
theme running through the round dozen 
speeches. Dr, Jessie Wallace Hughan, foun- 
der and secretary of the WRL. opened the 
conference, with Dr. Paul L’mbert, professor 
of Philosophy at Columbia University, lead- 
ing off with an arresting analys’s of Mr. 
Aldous Huxley's brilliant book, Ends and 
Means, 

Dr. John Howland Lathrop followed in a 
fascinating and dramatic address on the 
break-up in the Danube valley, the cruelty 
of tariff walls to the starving country, and 
the urgent need of a change in our attitude 
toward treaties, which should not be hide- 
bound, but subject to frequent revision. 

Growing out of the discussion as to specific 
constructive measures, a camprehensive pro- 
gramme was drawn up which may ke had 
upon request, from the WRL, 4, Stone Street, 


New York. 
THE PLACE OF 
THE C.O. 


But when all is said and done, it was very 
naturally the conscientious objector who from 
start to finish dominated this conference. 

Harold Fey,~of the Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation, pleaded for joint action to secure 
recognition of the rights of consc‘ence in 
some form of alternative service. But in the 
floor discussion Dr. Hughan crystallized 
opinion by pointing out that this essentially 
defence work could be done more fittingly 
by a liberal group than by aggressive paci- 
fists. She and Frank Olmstead stressed the 
importance of utilizing the courage of the 
CO to the maximum, so that if he must die, 
he shall die constructively. 

Evan Thomas, who had hung by the wrists 


in “Solitary” for the rights of conscience, 
brought us to our feet in silent commemora- 
tion for his term within the grim grey walls 
of Leavenworth. He stressed, as a more 
sinister injury than the merely physical, the 
psychic cruelty committed by the doctors who 
damned the CO’s as “ egotists.” 

Not that Dr. Thomas, in the splendid, 
spirited address, or the two other CO's, who 
spoke movingly from the floor, behaved as 
if they had done anything remarkable! It 
was the rest of us who felt the incalculable 
value of their service, and rejoiced in the 
witness they bore, twenty years later. 


OTHER NEWS 
in brief 


T HE Turkish Ministry of Education has been 
trying to abtain the services of Austrian 
Jewish scientists and educators who lost 
their positions when Hitler annexed Austr:a. 
Turkey has embarked on a_ campaign 
against illiteracy. In the 41,000 towns and 
villages there are but 6,259 schools, with 
14,437 teachers. Opening of 500 new schools 
is planned next year. 
* * * 


Despite rain, 15,000 women took part in a 
peace demonstration held in Holland recently, 


A peace camp, organized by the Ligue 
Scolaire Internationale pour la Paix (Inter- 
national Students’ League for Peace), will be 
held at the Auberge de Jeunesse de Oost, 
near Maastricht, Holland, from July 31 to 
August 6. The programme will include dis- 
cussions led by George Lansbury, Lord 
Ponsonby, A. Ruth Fry, B. de Ligt, and 
Felicien Challaye. Particulars are obtain- 
able from E. S. Tew, 91, Lyndhurst Gardens, 
London, N.3. 

* %* * 


Work camps being held by the Américan 
Friends Service Committee this summer will 
be experiments in simple and cooperative 
living. The camps enable students to put in 
eight weeks “hard labour” on community 
projects in areas of tension or economic read- 
justment and to discuss local problems with 
the people of the area in which the camp 
is situated. 


Friends at 
Centre 


in Parts 

But to this aim was soon grafted a 
second. The leaders of the group felt 
more and more their duty to help the 
young, who are in the full process of 
intellectual and spiritual development, 
to find their real personality, and to 
realize their particular vocation. 

It is a task particularly urgent at the 
present time, considering the develop- 
ment of totalitarian regimes, which, 
from both political and cultural points 
of view, seek to pour everyone into 
the same mould. 

Moreover, the attraction, and hence 
the danger, of these points of view is 
particularly great for the young, who 
are easily seduced by absolute formule, 
which their lack of a critical sense does 
not permit them to resist and who, on 
the other hand, feel a need to devote 
themselves to an ideal. 

The group tries to develop their 
critical sense by acquainting them 
with ideas and forms of thought which 
are foreign to them. 


ACTIVE INTEREST 


As a result of this, the group is not 
neutral, in the negative sense of the 
word, but is actively interested in all 
political, religious, economic, and social 
movements. 

These studies, and the debates which 
follow them, are possible because of the 
atmosphere of friendship which unites 
the members. 

Although it is not a condition of 
admission, the Cercle remains, in a large 
part,-a group of students or former 
students (145 out of 230 members in 
1936-37). There are always in the group 
a very. large number of foreigners come 
to study in France (129 out of 230 
members, , coming from 29 different 
countries and from five continents). 


WORK AND PLAY 


Activities are very varied as a result 
of the eclectic spirit of the Cercle, and 
members meet on— 

Mondays, for trips to the theatre ; 

Tuesdays, for lectures, followed by 
debates, on widely different subjects: 
politics, social studies, literature, and art; 

Fridays, for social work. Members go 
regularly to give lectures in a club for 
young men and women in a working-class 
quarter ; 

Saturdays, from five to seven in the 
evening, tea followed by group dinners. 
It is at these gatherings that friendship 
begins; 

Sunday, for excursions to the country. 

Every year there are camps at Christ- 
mas and Easter and during the summer 
vacations, and international meetings 
(in Great Britain the last two years). 
Each summer an_ international confer- 
ence is held at Honfleur, near Le Havre, 
in which young® people from various 
countries participate. 

By these numerous occasions to meet 
one another; and hence to become 
acquainted, the young people of the 
Cercle cement a lasting friendship and 
create that group spirit, made up of 
mutual comprehension and brotherhood, 
which helps forward the peace of the 
worl” 
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NEW BOOKS 


THE PAWNS OF 
NATIONS 


International Tramps: From Chaos to 
Permanent World Peace. By T. F. 
Johnson. Hutchinson, 12s. 6d. 


Reviewed by Geoffrey West 


ME- JOHNSON, for many years an 

important League of Nations official, 
has written an angry and a bitter book, 
and to that extent a bad one, but one 
cannot read at any rate the major sec- 
tion of the work—part three: “ Nansen’s 
Fight for the World’s Flotsam and 
Jetsam ’"—without allowing him good 
cause for his attitude, however one must 
deplore it as detracting from the value 
of his attack upon all those who have 
played a part in betraying the League 
of Nations consistently since its estab- 
lishment, 

Part one—“ International Tramps in 
the Making and Prospective Members of 
|the League of Nations in the Raw ”"—an 
account of his wartime experiences, 
mainly on the Russian and Rumanian 
‘fronts, shows him at his worst. He 
‘finds at worst treachery, at best incom- 
\petence, everywhere; he_ describes 
almost everything and everyone in 
'terms of an acid dislike. 

Part two is an equally wholesale and 
cross-grained assault upon the political 
and social atmospheres he has found 
‘existing at Geneva; on one hand he in- 
|dicts the League as unscrupulously 
.“ worked” by each country solely to 
jthat country’s intended advantage, as 
‘corrupt from top to bottom, and as 
accordingly “a colossal fraud and an in- 
ternational danger”; at the other ex- 
treme he finds the local climate, cinemas 
and golf-club similarly rotten. 

Again, to everyone and everything he 
attributes the worst possible motives, 
with only one exception—but here we 
enter on his part three—Nansen (the 
| book’s one real hero) and those who were 
‘his immediate loyal Heutenants (Mr. 
Johnson himself among them) in his 
great humanitarian work for the mil- 
lions, mainly of Central and Eastern 
Europe, but also the Near East, whose 
lives had been and were being shattered 
lby war and famine and disease and 
homelessness. 

People should read these half-dozen or 
so chapters if only to help themselves to 
realize (a) the suffering, cumulatively 
inconceivable, that war brings in its 
train; (b) what can be done to alleviate 
that suffering—what still indeed needs 
to be done; and (c) what is really Mr. 
Johnson’s purpose, the way in which 
national governments brutally and cal- 
lJously make pawns of these innumerable 
human lives to score some minor tactical 
diplomatic advantage. 

Even allowing for the author’s angry 
exaggeration, his pages make only too 
plain the treacherous disloyalty to all 
‘League aspiration which has_ taken 
;place in this as in other spheres (and 
ywith Britain bearing its full share of 
the responsibility and shame too—see 
ithe chapter on the betrayal of the 
"Assyrians). 

His constructive solution is disappoint- 
ing—a bigger and better League full of 
all kinds of good intentions but built on 
ithe cornerstone of a Britain made strong 
by. conscription of both sexes and almost 
'all ages. Why the Assyrians, say, should 
‘trust a “strong” Britain any more to- 
morrow than yesterday he makes, alas, 
no effort to explain. Or why we should 
either, for that matter, for we might 
well feel that we have already been 
disgraced enough! 


TRANSITION TO 
SOCIALISM 


Dare We Look Ahead? Fabian Essays 
for 1937. Allen & Unwin. 5s. 

This is a mixed bag. The six essays 
are based on the Fabian Lectures for 
1937, though most of them, we are in- 
formed, have been substantially revised 
or even rewritten for book publication. 

The two best are those by Professor 
G. D. H. Cole and Mr. Herbert Morrison. 
These two stress a point too often 
glossed over by Socialist writers ard 
speakers; the necessity of making plans 
to prevent or palliate the damage which 
may be suffered by all. classes during 
the period of transition from capitalism 
to socialism. 

Mr. Morrison makes this point most 
plainly. He reaches the conclusion that, 
notwithstanding the many reforms 
which have accompanied the rise of the 


Labour Party, and the consequent 
growth of a social conscience, there is a 
limit beyond which social reform is 
impossible under capitalism. 

If this is so then we must be socialists. 
But the fight for socialism must be a 
battle of order against disorder, and 
therefore we must not get into a muddle. 

If we do, then the electorate will go 
back “to what Mr. Chamberlain will 
call stability” for five or ten years, 
which is not an attractive prospect. 

Professor Cole gives a lucid and valu- 
able account of the effects of rearma- 
ment upon the economic life of a nation. 

In spite of the present increase in em- 
ployment, and apart from the obvious 
tragedy of diverting so many of our re- 
sources to the creation of things which 
are not merely useless from the stand- 
point of human happiness, but are posi- 
tively destructive of it, the programme 
has four ill effects. 

Industry is twisted so as to produce 
more investment and fewer customers’ 
goods; the need for national self-suffi- 
ciency is commonly increased so that 
substitute substances have to be pro- 
duced at an entirely uneconomic cost; to 
pay for the arms more taxes are put 
proportionately on the general body of 
consumers and less upon the richer 
classes lest these withdraw their poli- 
tical support; and finally, if resort is had 
to borrowing, the probability is that 
government borrowing will reach its 
maximum at the same time as the pri- 
vate demand for investment, for the 
former cannot be related to the normal 
trade cycle so as to level out peaks and 
depressions. 

In conclusion Professor Cole says that 
the Labour Party ought to be ready with 
a programme of measures to be adopted 
if it comes into power in a period of 
economic decline which the present 
government’s. policy seems likely to 
produce. 

For the rest Bertrand Russell has an 
interesting chapter on the effects of 
science on belief, on war, on production, 
and on human beings; Mr. Vernon 
Bartlett is vaguely optimistic about 
foreign affairs; Sir Stafford Cripps 
writes, with rather too much political 
bitterness, of the political reactions of 
rearmament, and Professor Harold Laski 
gives a critical analysis of the outlook 
for civil liberties. 

ELIZABETH THORNEYCROFT. 


THE END OF 
AUSTRIA 


The Last Five Hours of Austria. By 
Eugene Lennhoff. Rich & Cowan. 
8s. 6d. 

There is exceedingly little that can be 
said, either with profit or taste, beside 
a death bed. 

Germany has rejoiced that Austria has 
reached through death a fuller and more 
abundant life-hereafter. There have 
been the usual expressions of perfunc- 
tory horror and regret from the coun- 
tries who do not share Germany’s par- 
ticular viewpoint. But these expressions 
of horror and regret are the civilities of 
those who have an uneasy feeling of 
guilt. The death although bloodless was 
violent. The responsibility for that 
violence is not Germany’s alone. 

The author of this book is the late 
editor of the Vienna Telegraph. The 
account he gives of the last five hours of 
Austria is that of an eye-witness, and 
of an eye-witness who is a journalist 
first, and an upholder of Austrian in- 
dependence second. That is not to imply 
that his loyalty to his country was Jess 
than his devotion to his paper. In his 
own words: “TI have forced myself into 
an objective state of mind. If I had not 
done so, I should have succumbed to the 
blackest despair.” 

These words are from the diary he 
kept from February 12, the day of the 
Berchtesgaden meeting. He includes 
speeches made by informed persons, 
messages from his own correspondents; 
and these, with the unadorned facts of 
each day’s happenings, make a pitiful 
and vivid picture of alternating be- 
wilderment and hope, bewilderment 
and despair. 

The prevailing note is that of ominous 
uncertainty: orders are given and 
countermanded, news is withdrawn to 
be republished a few hours later, reports 
of riots are made and contradicted. The 
highest point of hope was Schuschnigg’s 
announcement of the plebiscite: “I will 
and must know whether the people of 
Austria. want independence. Now de- 
clare yourselves.” 


NEWS 


From that evening Herr Lennhoff 
worked day and night until the after- 
noon of March 11. 

The day before the plebiscite the 
Vienna Telegraph had intended to pub- 
lish a supplement giving interviews 
with the leaders of the socialists, the 
legitimists, the former Heimatschutz 
men and the Jewish community. These 
interviews are included in the book. In 
spite of distinct lines of demarcation in 
attitude and policies there is a common 
desire expressed—Austrian independ- 
ence. 

But in newspapers sold openly on the 
streets were pamphlets stencilled in 
Gothic type: “Austria will become 
German. The Ostmark will flower.” 

Through those last desperate hours 
the editorial staff waited by telephone 
and radio for news. A reassuring mes- 
sage came from Downing Street. They 
decided to issue a special edition. Then 
over the radio came a message repeated 
at five minute intervals: “The plebiscite 


“will not take place,” 


Finally Schuschnigg’s hoarse and 
broken voice: “Determined at all costs 
and even in this grave hour to avoid 
shedding German blood, we have issued 
orders to our armed forces to withdraw 
without resistance in the event of an 
invasion ... God save Austria.” 

Herr Lennhoff escaped. Over the 
border a friend asked him why the 
people had not defended themselves. He 
replied that they had yielded to force, 
that against the German army they were 
helpless. “From the standpoint of 
humanity Schuschnigg acted rightly. He 
averted a mass murder.” 

In a note at the end of his book Herr 
Lennhoff says: “My aim has been to 
state facts and thereby help to inform 
the public mind.” It is perhaps as much 
praise as he would wish to say that he 
has achieved this aim. 

M. SAKLATVALA., 


THE BLIND STRUGGLE 
CONTINUES 


China—The Prey? By Chin Li-Tse and 
George F. Green. International Pub- 
lishing Co., 1s. 6d. 


This brochure is not what its title 
might lead one to suppose, a description 
of the present war in China and of 
Japan’s rapacity in that unhappy 
country. On the contrary it seeks to 
provide the economic and _ historical 
background to that war, and does so 
with refreshing fairness. It is a valu- 
able contribution to the literature on 
the Sino-Japanese conflict, being con- 
cise, sane and realistic. 

We see China’s peasant millions 
struggling hopelessly to scratch the 
barest living out of an impoverished 
land and with the crudest implements. 
Landlords and tax-gatherers conspire to- 
gether; war-lords step in at will and 
impose a host of new taxes; growing 
poverty swells the army of bandits; 
deep-seated conservatism, centuries old, 
kills every innovation, freezes every 
new and generous impulse, and saps the 
spirit of every new enterprise, industrial 
or spiritual. 

The story of Japan is little more en- 
couraging. There the dead hand of a 
decadent feudalism together with a 
highly concentrated capitalism, effec- 
tively hold the masses of the people in 
subjection and poverty. In both coun- 
tries a policy of oppression, of forcing 
down the standard of living of the 
peasantry to the lowest possible depths, 
has led to an impoverished agriculture, 
where the average size of the great 
majority of farms is between one and 
two acres, 

On the national scale we have in the 
one case an abundance of raw material 
alongside dislike and culpable neglect of 
large-scale industry, and in the other 
case centralized industry and a dearth 
of raw material. And the modern world 
refuses to meet such situations by other 
means than war. 

At present the Chinese masses are 
coalescing with their oppressors at home 
in order to defeat what they deem to be 
worse oppressors from outside. But 
should they show signs, at a later stage, 
when Japan begins to weaken, of turn- 
ing upon their homeland oppressors, we 
are informed that the latter will speedily 
patch up a peace with Japan. 

Indeed the writers expect such a 
patched-up peace ere long, a peace which 
will leave Japan in control of North 
China, while Britain, having waited 
patiently while Japan and China ex- 
hausted themselves by war, step in to 
“develop” Central and South China, 
where her financiers hope to find ample 


_ scope for their idle capital. 


WILFRED WELLOCK. 
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FOR YOUR PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 
Earlier Books Recalled by 
Patrick Richards 
CHRISTIANITY IS PACIFISM. 


By W. Robinson. Allen and 
Unwin. 2s. 6d. 
This book by an_ ex-soldier 
attributes the Church’s com- 


promise over war to confusion of 
Old Testament with Christian 
morality; to lack of any “very 
definite ideas about the nature 
and fundamental character of 
God,” and to miscomprehension of 
the real message of the Old 
Testament. Revealing the flimsy 
textual basis on which men strive 
to justify war, the author declares 
that since active love is the basic 
principle of Christ’s teaching, war 
is “as unthinkable for a Christian 
as prostitution and slavery.” 


PATENT MEDICINE 
TRADE 


Patent Medicines. By Prof. A. J. Clark. 
Fact Pamphlet, 6d. 


Professor Clark is Professor of Phar- 
macology and Materia Medica in the 
University of Edinburgh, and also the 
author of a standard textbook on the 
subject. The editors of Fact are par- 
ticularly to be congratulated on having 
secured his services, because the trutn 
about the patent medicine trade is so 
incredible that it is as well to have it 
stated by someone whcse cut’ orily is 
unquestionable. 


He begins his account with a quota- 
tion from the report of the 1914 Select 
Committee on Patent Medicines, whicn 
is such a terse and pungent summary of 
the legal position that I cannot help 
quoting it again: 

For all practical purposes the British law 
is powerless to prevent any person, from 
procur:ng any drug, or making any mixture, 
whether potent or without any therapeu- 
tical activity whatever (as long as it Coes 
not contain any scheduled poison), adver- 
tising it in any decent terms as a cure for 
any disease or ailment, recommending it by 
togus testimonials and the invented opinions 
and facs'mile signatures of fictitious phy- 
sicians, and selling it under any name he 
chooses, on the payment of a small stamp 
Guty, for any price he can persuade a 
credulous public to pay. 

This remains the legal position today, 
24 years later, with one significant ex- 
ception; in 1917, the exigencies of the 
military situation led the government to 
pass an Act which forbade, amongst 
other things, the advertisement or sale 
of any remedies purporting to cure 
venereal diseases. 


The reason for this extraordinary 
immunity from legal interference is 
brought out with admirable clarity by 
the author; although, financially speak- 
ing, the trade is a comparatively small 
one, since it consists of selling rubbish 
at high prices it has a very big margin 
for advertisements and is one of tke 
biggest advertisers in the cheap press. 


As is well known, all papers which 
make a profit at all make it out of their 
advertisements, and so if they wish to 
continue to do so they preserve a clam- 
like silence about the possible demerits 
of patent medicines, and any politician 
who wishes to retain the good will of the 
press does the same. 

Curiously enough, the only effective 
reform so far has come from the adver- 
tisers themselves. The vendors of rather 
more respectable commodities felt that 
the patent medicine merchants were let- 
ting down the side, so the Advertising 
Association set up machinery for censor- 
ing advertisements, and rejecting those 
which purported to cure some of the 
more serious diseases, and also made re- 
commendations to the government for 
legislation on the lines of the 1914 
Committee’s report. 


Probably the irresponsible control of 
the press is nowadays the greatest evil 
of the patent medicine trade. 

Such incidents as the poisoning of the 
public by amido-pyrin in yeast prepara- 
tions, and by di-nitro-phenol in slim- 
ming agents, are rare; for the most part 
vendors use drugs of little or no thera- 
peutic activity, and rely on the healing 
power of nature to do the work for them, 
aided by the potent force of suggestion. 

It is not possible in a short space to 
deal with all the aspects of the question 
which Professor Clark discusses, and: it 
would be absurd to try. Any who are at 
all interested, and everyone should be, 
can read it all for the ridiculous price 
of 6d. 

B. M. WRIGHT, 
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PEACE NEWS * 


A Woman’s Point of View 


Sometimes up, more often down 


By 
TILLIE COOK 


HAT’S the good of a wash-day 
VW when there’s nothing left to 
wash? 

West End and suburb people wouldn't 
believe the difference a few shillings a 
week can make. It can give you back 
all your self-respect to be able to go out 
and buy some socks for your boy, or a 
bright square of oil-baize for your table. 
You come back sitting on the top of the 
world. I have a terrible dread of letting 
myself go and getting used to poverty. 


THEY ARE PAST CARING 


I am grateful for birth-control. Re- 
ligion and morals are far-away sort of 
things, but too many babies, too little 
money, and illness are very near. There 
are over eighty families on relief in the 
street mine backs on. They are past 
caring and so children swarm. 

The Sisters round at the Church give 
soup away. They also give “Samaritan” 
dinners and very good they are too. 

I used to be sarcastic and scoff, but 
now I have joined the Mothers’ Meet- 
ing: for what I would get—the same 
reason, I suppose, that most of us 
joined—for the parcel and the hun- 
dredweight of coal at Christmas. But 
I have stayed because I like it. 


TWENTY ROUND A FIRE 


There are about twenty of us: we sit 
round a tar-block fire. On the form 
nearest the fire sits Lily, about thirty, 
with two children. Her husband is a 
master-mason, a good trade, but he is in 
and out of work nowadays. Her girl is 


away with bad nerves and malnutrition. 

Next is Lucy, an enormously fat dark 
woman. I believe her grandfather was a 
negro. She is much appreciated, as she 
is jolly and can always raise a laugh. 

But her eldest boy is having epilep- 
tic fits; she is very worried. Her hus- 
band has a steady job, stencilling trays 
and petrol-cans. 

Then comes Ada, a middle-aged, neatly 
dressed, very old-fashioned woman. She 
keeps an invalid husband by standing 
box making all day, though she has bad 
legs 

Next is Violet, feeding her baby with 
tea. She has five children. Her hus- 
band is in prison—convalescent, we call 
it. He has a mania for taking bottles of 
milk from doorways; but then, out-relief 
doesn’t include cow’s milk for your 
children. 


SHE IS VERY QUIET. .. 


Next is Mrs. Smith, the only one who 
wears gloves. 

Her husband has a good job; but she 
has had cancer in the breast for two 
years. It is spreading. She is only 
thirty-six and will leave three kiddies. 
She is very quiet lately. 

Then comes Ida, thirty-two, well- 
dressed, with a husband out of work for 
nine years. She has had two children, 
and three miscarriages brought on by 
herself. The last, four years ago. nearly 
killed her. 

They were put off relief: she was told 
to send the children to a Home and find 
work. Her trade—feather-curling—had 
gone out. She wasn't strong enough for 
housework, so she found another way. 
Her home is spotless, her children well- 
kept; but she won’t last long at it. She 
is doing what many of us haven't the 
pluck or looks to do. 


Have You Tried to Get PEACE NEWS into Your 
Local Library ? 


If You Failed, read 


HOW BRADFORD DID IT 


Three hundred and forty-six public 
libraries now display PEACE NEWS 
each week (including Sandown, I.0.W., 
an addition since the last list we 
published). 

For those who have tried to get the 
paper into their local library and have 
failed, the experience of Bradford 
group of the Peace Pledge Union is 
interesting. The way in which diffi- 
culties were overcome is described 
below. 


* 


you may lose a battle yet win the 

campaign. A year ago the Brad- 
ford PPU group attempted to get 
PEACE NEWS into the public reading 
rooms of the city and was utterly 
quashed, retiring amidst ridicule and 
scorn, sadder but wiser. 

“ Baffled, we fight better” and soon 
we were laying careful plans to besiege 
the council again. 

This time we determined that the 
signatories to our petition should be 
household names in the city and 
accordingly altered our tactics. 

Our specific point of appeal was now 
not so much the right of the pacifist to 
be heard as the right of the citizen to 
have easy access to every reasonable 
aspect of the important problems of the 
day. To this end we drafted a letter 
which was signed by many liberal- 
minded non-pacifists as well as PPU 
officials, (including the Rabbi, an MP, a 
Privy Councillor, the President of the 
Free Church Council, the principal of a 
college, a past-president of the Chamber 
of.Commerce, an important governor of 
the Grammar School, an ex-captain, and 
a well-known solicitor.) 

The signatories declared in the letter 
that they made the request for PEACE 
NEWS to be in the libraries, 


not as pacifists—for some of us do not hold 


that point of view—but as citizens who 
believe that the men and women of this city 
should have easy access through our public 
libraries to literature dealing with alt shades 
of opinion. 

This letter was sent to the Chief 
Librarian and the Chairman of the 
Libraries Committee. An ardent paci- 
fist councillor, A. L. Brown, the local 
secretary of the Independent Labour 
Party, made himself responsible for 
piloting it through committee and 
council. We also “lobbied” other 
members of the Council. 


The committee resolved by five to 
three to recommend to the council that 
the paper be put in the libraries. 


At the council meeting Mr. Brown was 
unable to be present when the minute 
was discussed (moral: have more than 
one sponsor) and the reference back of 
the minute to the committee for recon- 
sideration was carried. At the next 
committee meeting the voting was equal 
and the chairman gave his vote against 
PEACE NEWS. 


At the same meeting it was decided 
that the lbraries should give every 
facility to advertise the Northern Com- 
mand Tattoo at Leeds—“the most un- 
kindest cut of all.” 


At the next council meeting great play 
was made of these two decisions—the 
smothering of peace and the mothering 
of war. Mr. Brown moved an amend- 
ment that PEACE NEWS be placed in 
the libraries in spite of the committee's 
decision. 


Supported by able words from Labour 
and Independent Labour members and 
by a splendid democratic speech from a 
Liberal alderman, the amendment was 
passed by thirty votes to 25 and Brad- 
ford joined the select list of enlightened 
councils—but only just! 


J. W.A.S. 


“THE GAS-ROUTE ” 


Next comes Mary, who keeps a cats’- 
meat stall, but it doesn’t keep her, from 
the looks of her. Her husband put him- 
self out by the gas-route last year, 

Then there’s my sister-in-law. My 
brother, after serving seven years’ 
apprenticeship in the lithograph col- 
oured-printing trade was offered thirty- 
two shillings, or get-out. He had to 
stays 
Last, myself. My husband’s an odd- 
porter at Billingsgate, sometimes up, 
more often down. One week he brought 
home nine shillings and got seven in re- 
lief; the next, twelve, and relief was 
lowered to six. Wehave twokids. My 
story’s no worse and a great deal better 
than many. 


Other 
Women’s 
JSobs—A4 


THE MAID 


| RISE at 7.30 a.m. My only job before 

breakfast is to clean and light the 
fire. I have breakfast—which consists 
of fruit, bacon, egg, toast and marma- 
lade, and tea. 


This lasts until 9 am. My day’s work 
starts at 930 with the washing up of 
breakfast things. 


I work then until 12.30 p.m., when I 
stop for lunch which lasts until 1.30. 


After washing up, I dress ready for a 
twenty minutes’ walk by 2.30. I can 
usually sew or knit from 3 p.m. until 4, 
when I get the tea. 


Tea consists of bread and butter, cake, 
and tea. - 


At 445 I am washing up again, and 
then busy preparing the evening meal 
which is served at 7. 


At 8.15 I am free again to attend to 
my own interests. I go to bed on the 
stroke of 9.30. I have a very pleasant 
bedroom with hot and cold running 
water. 


td 
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MY free afternoon is Thursday, from 

a quarter to three until ten, and 
Sundays from 2.30 until ten. I am at 
liberty to return any time. 


I receive £3 10s. a month for wages, 
which is all my own, for my employer 
pays al! insurance. 

This job is often looked down upon, 
but compare my lot with the lot of the 
waitress, and I think you will agree with 
me I am the better off. I have a fort- 
night’s holiday with full pay. 

I am pleased to have this opportunity 
of upholding a job which is often 
scorned, but which is one of the best. 


From GEORGE LANSBURY 


people passed. 


libraries." 


LONDON : 


THOSE STRANGE YEARS 
By Theedora Wilson Wilson 


A novel for those who remember and those who don't. 
Popular Edition 2/6 


“* Those Strange Years‘ is written by one who knows from first-hand knowledge what life 
was like in Britain during the days of the 'Great War.’ 
shows clearly the mental, moral’ and material struggles through which masses of young 


“ Now that we ara once again in the midst of a crisis which may plunge us all into an 
even greater Inferno of Unreason, it is important that those who will be brought face to 
face with the same age-long problems of Right and Wrong, should be able to read a 
clear straight-forward story of recent’ struggles, and learn that life is not just a game of 
chance, but is given us! for service of God through co-operation :n service of one another. 
“I hope the book will get into: the hands of thousands! of young people and in all 


THE C. W. DANIEL COMPANY LTD. 
Forty Great Russell Street, W.C. 


OPEN 
LETTER 


to Sir Samuel 
Hoare 


you have appealed to women in 

flattering terms: Bring to this dif- 
ficult job the fresh mind, the keen 
imagination, and the untiring devotion 
that have made women’s work a price- 
less treasure in our national life. 

What is this difficult job? 

Our bombers will be useless if they 
leave behind them an unprotected civi- 
lian population. Every effort made to 
help ARP makes the striking power of 
our bombers more effective. 

Millions are being spent on attack. 
You are saying to us: Help us to make 
our attack more successful. We are 
building the bombers. Do your bit. Join 
in passive defence. We are looking after 
the murderous side of the buSiness. 

It is indeed difficult to ask women to 
lend themselves to this hypocrisy. 


STILL ANOTHER MEANING 

Panic, you said, is the great danger 
we have to avert. Perhaps those initials 
ARP should be read Attempts to Re- 
strain Panic? Perhaps our minds are 
too fresh, perhaps our imagination is too 
keen, because we ask you—why are you 
in such terror of panic? Is it not be 
cause a panic-stricken people in time of 
war would demand peace—would force 
their government to give them peace? 

You want a people who will suffer 
war, who will die quietly. 

We cannot return the compliment you 
paid us. Your mind is out-worn and 
out-dated; your imagination is limited to 
an armament programme and cannot see 
the catastrophe that armaments have 
always led to. Your untiring devotion 
is to the method of war. You may want 
peace, we believe you do, but you be- 
lieve in the barbarous, bloody, and futile 
method of war. 


WORK MUST EXTEND 


If women’s work has been a “ price- 
less treasure in our national life” it is 
time it became a priceless treasure in 
our international life. 

If we are to serve humanity why 
should we stop at our own country? 
What are our bombers, guns, and tanks 
going to do for humanity? 

Renounce war. Do not sanction it 
again, directly or indirectly. That is a 
task for the fresh mind, the keen imagi- 
nation and untiring devotion. A better 
task than making gas-proof rooms to 
save life while munition factories make 
arms to end life. 

We are “passionately anxious to do 
public service.” But our horizon is 
wider than yours. You lie when you 
call war and the preparation for war, 
passive or active, a public service. 

It is a public crime. M.S, 


PEACE SONG BANNED 


Because the BBC did not think it suit- 
able for broadcasting, the Two Leslies 
were not allowed to sing their well- 
known song, No More War, when they 
presented “ Radio Pie” a fortnight ago. 
A reader has sent a protest to the BBC. 


FOOD WITHOUT SLAUGHTER 


Why not try the Vegetarian Way ? 
FREE LITERATURE ON APPLICATION TO 


The Vegetarian Society, 
57, Princess Street, Manchester, 2. 


She has written a picture which 
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Do you throw 


BOOTS at CATS 


HAVE written this article because, 
as I hope to show, the psychologist 
has a particular interest in paci- 

fism, aad indeed the progress of applied 
psychology is bound up with the victory 
of the scientific examination of the 
causes of behaviour—whether of indivi- 
duals or communities—over the irra- 
tional gusts of anger and the desire for 
vengeance that lie behind such harsh 
punishments as the Treaty of Versailles 
or action such as the imposition of a 
boycott that aims at starving already 
underfed Japanese workers. 


To a psychologist it is deplorable 
that the instinct of pugnacity, which 
is in all of us in varying strength, and 
which is responsible for our throwing 
boots at warring cats, disputing a 
neighbour’s fence and so on, should be 
the basis of much in foreign policy 
that is dignified by such names as 
“fair play” and “international 
justice.” 


To throw a boot at a cat gives relief 
to pent-up energy and rarely harms the 
cat, but when the same instinct forms 
the harsher part of our penal code and 
dictates the “notes” we send to Euro- 
pean neighbours in times of stress, then 
jt causes unnecessary trouble and mis- 
understanding in foreign affairs. 


Finding the Causes 


Psychologists have -always had to 
protest that although the terms of im- 
prisonment, floggings, &c., dealt out by 
the courts with no reference to anything 
but superficial motives may be gratify- 
ing to the public’s desire for vengeance, 
if the object of the sentence is the cul- 
prit’s improvement and not his degrada- 
tion these methods fail dismally. 


To lock a man from the light of day 
is no training in citizenship and if, as in 
many cases, he is neurotic and his crime 
the natural outcome of the neurosis, his 
hope of cure is infinitely more remote. 


In the same way the clinical psycho- 
logist has energetically to combat the 
popular idea that Tommy, who persist- 
ently pulls his sister’s hair, puts his 
tongue out at his aunt and cheats pro- 
ficiently at school can be “reformed” 
by stern lecturing, moral indignation or 
birching. 

If Tommy already thinks the world 
against him and himself a failure in 
it with no honourable means of re- 
dress, such treatment will make him 
either an even greater bully to his 
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PEACE 
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sister when no-one is looking, or more 
surreptitious in his cheating; and his 
opinion of authority will become even 
more unprintable. 


The method of finding the causes of 
his attitude is more tedious than giving 
a good birching and not in the least 
satisfying to the “eye for an eye” in- 
stinctive aggressiveness; but, as is being 
agreed on every hand, it is the only 
method that works. 


Extending the Principle 


The extension of this principle to 
foreign relations is a good deal more 
than an analogy, and from a psycho- 
logical point of view I cannot see how 
a nation such as Germany can be cured 
of her sense of injustice by the methods 
of censure, military sanctions or force 
of any kind, nor by the methods of the 
League of Nations associated strongly 
for her with Versailles. 


Her complaints of injustice, real or 
imagined, are very real and vital to a 
great many Germans. The only scien- 
tific method is to understand how these 
feelings have been caused and to show 
great eagerness to discuss and put right 
any injustice that an impartial inquiry 
might discover (including of course the 
colossal injustice of a rigid, unalterable 
British Empire). 


I am profoundly anti-fascist, but I do 
not believe that you can persuade fas- 
cists their methods are wrong by using 
similar methods. The Spanish insur- 
gents were wrong to take to force 
against the Government of Spain; but 
the Government was not, in my opinion, 
justified in replying by using the same 
methods—its moral superiority was lost 
with the first bomb dropped on a peace- 
ful village. 


One of the main bulwarks of fas- 
cism is its trust in force and its glorifi- 
cation of the aggressive instinct, and 
you do nothing to destroy this bul- 
wark by employing the same methods 
and the same instinct. 


From Child to Nation 


The “ difficult” child starts his cure 
only when his distrust and suspicion of 
people are attacked by persistent kind- 
ness and attempts at understanding. And 
I believe that a nation with similar dis- 
trust of her neighbours (and who can 
say, in the case of Germany, without 
cause?) is in a similar mental state; for 


NEWS . 


after all, a nation is a community led 
(or driven) by individuals feeling dis- 
trust of a possessive neighbour such as 
Britain has in the course of her history 
shown herself to be. 


If we ourselves feel distrust of Ger- 
many’s encroachments we can remember 
the swaggering impudence of the philo- 
sophy behind such statements as— 
“wider still and wider shall her bounds 
be set” and “Britannia rules the 
waves,” and realize something of the 
effect such sentiments must have on 
non-Britons. 


The change in educational methods 
and in penal reform is in many ways 
encouraging, and the _ primitive 
methods of vengeance and sadistic 
satisfaction of punishment are in these 
fields gradually giving way to more 
rational and humane methods. ‘The 
conquest must spread to the sphere of 
foreign affairs, for here, as in these 
other spheres, anti-social behaviour 
can be fought only by rational and 
civilized methods. 
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Practical Attainment 


I believe that, for the practical attain- 
ment of this end, we must seek a 
therough understanding of a nation’s 
economic position relative to other coun- 
tries (and this will mean that politicians, 
besides being able to speak with their 
customary garrulousness, will have to 
read economics), and her relative ease 
of access to raw materials. 


As a psychologist I am also convinced 
that you must understand the propa- 
ganda that is being pumped into her 
citizens and the origins of it. And lastly, 
the anthropologist must be dug out of 


JEAN D. GOBAT 


psychologist, who shows why, as a nation, we do the sama 


sort of thing in our dealings with others 


his scientific hermitage to clean up the 
yacial muddle, so that the conception of 
a German “race,” or an Italian “ race,” 
or a British “race” may die its final 
death and be replaced by a true under- 
standing of the racial mixture of each 
country, the benefits of intermarriage 
between different races, and the inborn 
temperamental differences of nations. 


Only in this way shall we cease to 
think of “Huns,” “Aryans,” “ Dagoes ” 
an@ other racial abstractions, and start 
to lay the solid foundations of inter- 
national society. 


Two Alternatives 


The increasing ease of transport, the 
hungry need for colonies and raw 
materials destroys our isolation whether 
we will it or not, and leaves two alter- 
natives—to compete and fight and let 
the victor enjoy what spoils he can until 
his enemies renew their strength, or to 
form this international society founded 
on adequate knowledge of the people’s 
composing it and of their varying 
economic needs. 


If the first alternative happens, then 
we shall act from the same impulsive, 
instinctive motives as the warring 
tribes of primitive society; if the 
second, we shall put our trust in the 
intelligence and civilized character 
that evolution has, precariously and 
with many set-backs, brought about. 


That evolution will go on, whichever 
we do, but we may have to spend our 
lives in a “set-back ” period. 1, for one, 
dislike the thought. 


I do not even believe that the forma- 
tion of this international society is un- 
practical. The solutions of currency and 
trading problems would follow hard on 
the heels of the many discussions and 
hard thinking of the sub-committees on 
each topic. 


All that is necessary is the meeting 
together of experts (but not diplomatic 
ones) of each country and the frequent 
opportunity for discussion. But of 
course their efforts would be of no avail 
until the existing conceptions of im- 
perial defence, tariff barriers, and so on 
have been destroyed. That is why 
pacifists must at this stage appear 
“idealistic dreamers.” 


other evening, about the mild con- 

troversy raised in PEACE NEWS 
by my article of April 30, I was confron- 
ted by a hoarding bearing the above 
oracular words—oracular because, while 
in fact they are*the title of Hollywood’s 
latest heart-throb—they seemed to me at 
that moment to express for pacifists a 
fundamental truth. 


Tester even as I walked home the 


The normal and healthy reaction to 
danger is fear, which is a necessary part 
of the instinct for self-preservation. It 
is the’ reaction to fear which matters. 
iYou can run away, and pretend, once the 
danger is behind you, that it no longer 
exists; or you can accept the danger and 
do something positive to overcome it. 
That is, you can pile up armaments and 
make the ostrich-retreat into collective 
security; or you can use the active and 
positive pacifism of non-violent resist- 
ance. 


If, when you are swimming in a dangerous 
sea, you get in a panic, lose your confidence 
and waste your energy, you are probably done 
for; but if you accept the danger, keep your 
head and concentrate your energy, you will 
probably come out alive. 


The choice between these two reactions 
js open to all of us. Real self-deception lies 


‘ DANGER— 


by R. H. WARD 


Love at Work’”’ 


in pretending that, when there is danger 
about, we are not afraid. 


Bor until we can learn 
to trust the vital thing in ourselves 
that can accept and use danger 
positively, we shall continue to seek 
security, and security is an illusion, never 
a fact: we may save our money, acquire 
possessions, spray our throats against 
germs, but we may still lose our savings, 
our houses may be burnt down, and we 
may still catch a cold. And even when 
we appear to have captured this illusory 
security, we find that we do not want it: 
from our safe jobs we cry, “Oh, for a 
change, for something exciting and 
worth-while.” 


The desire for security is the nega- 
tive retreat from danger; and we are 


capable of facing it, of accepting risk 

and conflict. 

Thus it is easy to recruit the humdrum 
for war, which offers all that a dull job 
denies. Repressed, the need for danger 
and excitement finds another outlet, gen- 
erally a destructive and useless one. 

But we have renounced war and the use 
of violence, and a substitute must be found 
which will satisfy this particular need in a 
way that is creative and useful instead of 
destructive. 

Coliective non-violent resistance is such a 
substitute, for it is positive and courageous 
action which uses our need for danger 
creatively. For this need allied with hatred 
is war, but allied with love it is peace, 


| sacs love is not posi- 
tive unless it is allied with danger. 
“Love at all costs” was a watch-word of 
Dick Sheppard’s, and it is in the words 
“at all costs” that the danger lies. For 


you cannot love your neighbour, much 
less your enemy, without it costing you 
something in self-sacrifice. 


Love is an active thing; it has to get 
to work, at all costs and without con- 
sidering consequences, on whatever it 
sees ahead of it that is evil or pitiable 
or oppressed. 

You cannot love passively. (Of Dick 
Sheppard it has been said, “ He felt the 
sorrows of the world, he was moved to 
compassion, and he acted.”) Nor can you 
love prudently: begin to’ think of the 
consequences, and doubt inhibits action, 
nullifies love. 

If pacifism is love and love is active, then 
there is only one thing that pacifism can do 
with consequences, and that is, take them; 
and if pacifism is love at all costs, then there 
is only one thing it can do with danger, and 
that is, accept and face it. Otherwise, paci- 
fists might as well support collective security 
at once, for collective security will face 
nothing, neither war nor peace; it wants to 
run away and remain passive behind its 
barricade of guns. 


’ Ata soldier accepts and 

faces danger; so must the pacifist, with 

noless certainty. But, by allying it with 
(Continued on page 7, col. 4.) 
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Speaking Personally 


ONTRARY 
that there is no disputing 
about taste, there is 


to the adage 


as a 


, 


matter of fact, constant dispute 
about it, and the more serious the 
matter, the more widely is taste 
likely to differ. 


Very specially is there dispute about 
taste when it is a question of telling or 
of concealing the truth. 


When General Crozier died, The Times 
gave an appreciative obituary notice of 
his military career, but of his book, The 
Men I Killed, which he published shortly 
before his death, remarked that it was 
written “in execrable taste,” and had 
better be forgotten. 


The book, as those who have read it 
know, was a plain and truthful statement 
of the things which General Crozier had 
been obliged to do in war. The Times 
did not question the truth of it, it only 
questioned the taste; and it was written 
in “bad taste” because it gave people 
who read it a bad taste about war. And 
for those who believe war to be neces- 
sary, it is necessary to give war as good 
a taste as possible, however fictitious 
that taste may be. 


It is quite certain that if everybody 
could know the full truth about war, 
and what war requires those who take 
part in it to do, there would be far 
greater opposition to war in quite 
average minds than there is at present. 


Nothing would so help the peace move- 
ment as full knowledge of all the dirti- 
ness and degradation and dishonour 
which war stands for, and imposes upon 
those who take an active part init. And 
it is only by those who regard war as a 
necessity, that the good taste of telling 
the truth about it is questioned. 


* * 


@YNE of the truths which it is bad 

taste to tell is that atrocities 

are not committed by one side alone. 

To assert that British soldiers have had 

their share in these is not only bad taste, 
it is unpatriotic. 


I remember Dick Sheppard telling 
me of a horrible case with which he 
came into personal contact—namely, 
the torturing of German prisoners, by 
the unofficered guard which had 
charge of them—and how furious cer- 
tain Colonel Blimps were when he 
told them of it. 


In their view it was unpatriotic to let 
so horrible a secret out. 


He also told me, I remember, that the 
time when he was most in danger of his 
life while out at the front was when he 
saved the lives of a group of German 
prisoners from the French guard which 
had charge of them. 


I have myself been told by relatives 
who took part in the War of vile cruelties 
done by men of English-blood, whose 
natures had been debased by their ex- 
Periences in war. 


Some years ago I had the task of edit- 
ing a volume of War Letters of Fallen 
Englishmen, and in those letters I found 
again and again expressions of the dis- 
tress of fine minds at the things which, 
under orders, they were obliged to do. 


One letter was from a Winchester boy, 
who had gone out straight from school, 
and had become a captain; he told how 
it had become his duty to go out with a 
party of men, and throw bombs of 
asphyxiating gas into German trenches; 
and as the Germans, stifling with the 
fumes, came up from the trench holding 
up their hands in token of surrender, 
they were every one bayoneted, under 
orders from higher authority, because it 
was not “convenient” to take back 
prisoners. 


Ww. 
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MANY of my readers will prob- 
ably know the Suppressed 
Speech which the No More War Move- 
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EXECRABLE TASTE 


First of Three Articles by Laurence Housman 


ment “seditiously”” republished a few 
years ago—a speech made by a Sergeant- 
Major to an Officers’ Training Corps, 
printed by the military authorities for 
the encouragement of his pupils, and ex- 
pressly approved by the Commanding 
Officer who presided, in these words: 


I wish to express my very cordial thanks 
to Sergeant-Major for his speech. I 
hope’ that you will all bear in mind what 
he has said to you, and that you will all 
try and act up to it... I call for three 
cheers for Sergeant-Major 


That speech, which the Commanding 
Officer called upon the officers in training 
to cheer, definitely advocated the killing 
of wounded Germans and of prisoners. 


“If you see 2 wounded German,” he 
said, “ shove him out, and have no non- 
sense about it. We are going to have 
no sympathy with Germans at any 
rate... 


“Kill them, every mother’s son of 
them. Remember your job is to kill 
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should be told about British soldiers. 
She was all for peace, she hated war, but 
she did .::t want the truth told about it. 


Another equally dear friend defended 
war against my attack on it, by saying 
that it must have God’s approval as we 
had to defend ourselves, and “ God. helps 
those who help themselves.” I did not 
point out to her, as I might have done, 
that murderers and thieves also “help 
themselves.” but have not God's blessing 
for doing so. And what we in the peace 
movement are trying to make people see 
is that it is only blind belief in the neces- 
sity of war, and their unwillingness, 
under the imposition of that false belief, 
to explore other ways, which makes war 
seem necessary. 


* * 


UT if these horrors are true, and 
unavoidable in modern wary 
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“I must work hard and get on” 


them; that is the only way. Extermin- 
ate the vile creatures.” And again, “I 
remember a corporal asking me, pointing 
to some prisoners close by, ‘Can I do 
these blokes in, sir?’ I said ‘Please your- 
self’. He did.” 


Believers in war would not, I suppose, 
have regarded the official publication of 
that speech as being in execrable taste. 
It was good and necessary material for 
giving to these young officers in training 
the right fighting spirit; but it did be- 
come execrable taste for the No More 
War Movement to get hold of it and re- 
publish it, in order to make publicly 
known, when the war fever was over, 
what war was really like. 


Tsent a copy of that republished speech 
to a very dear friend of mine, who, 
though she was “ all for peace,” believed 
war was still necessary. She returned 
it to me with great indignation. 


She was angry that anything so vile 


where does the execrable taste really lie? 


Is it not with those who, with the 
knowledge that those horrors are done, 
and have to be done, seek to impose on 
young minds a false attractiveness of 
war, in order to make them accept it? 


Our military authorities provide mili- 
tary tattoos and air displays, whose main 
purpose is to give war a false glamour in 
the minds of the young; for wherever 
those tattoos and air displays go, recruit- 
ing is increased; and where they go, the 
military authorities send a request that 
the children may be allowed to go, even 
in school-time to see them. 


Why is that request made, if it is not 
to infect young and impressionable 
minds with the belief that war is 
beautiful? , 
That request was sent some years ago 

to the education authorities in Birming- 
ham, and the education authorities had 


the execrable taste to revly that they 
would allow the children to go and see 
the air display in their schooltime if they 
might also be allowed to go to the mili- 
tary hospitals, and see there the hope- 
less wrecks that war had made. 


If education authorities throughout 
the country would have the same 
execrable taste, and reply always in like 
manner, though their taste would no 
doubt be questioned by the War Office, 
they would be making an effective stand ~ 
for honesty and truth. 


* * 


A YEAR or two ago the Minister 

for War said, quite untruth- 

fully, that everybody in this country re- 
garded war as an abominatioa. 


If that were true, would our govern- 
ment, at the end of the Great War, have 
encouraged many of our returned 
soldiers (as a temporary solution of the 
unemployment problem) to go out and 
re-enlist, for the further perpetration of 
the abomination, in a foreign war, (the 
war of the Spanish Government against 
the Riffs in Morocco), in which this 
country had no concern? 


If it believed war to be an abomina- 
tion, would our government (merely to 
secure the upkeep of armament firms on 
a large scale at the least expense to it- 
self) give those armament firms a licence 
to send out the means for ‘the perpetra- 
tion of the abomination to other coun- 
tries, definitely supplying the world with 
the means for more wholesale murder, 
without any question whether the 
nations to which by licence those arms 
were supplied were engaged in wars of 
defence or of aggression? 


Only a few months ago it was admitted 
in Parliament that arms and ammunition 
had gone out under government licence 
to Japan, to aid her in her murderous 
aggression of China; and a year or two 
ago, when Italy stood outlawed by the 
League of Nations for her aggression on 
Abyssinia, and when our government 
carefully imposed small sanctions on the 
aggressor which did not matter, it still 
supplied Italy with petrol—a material 
necessary for the bombing of helpless 
populations. 


And in defending that action, our 
Prime Minister said that it would be 
humbug not to supply it, because if we 
did not, somebody else would. That 
is to say, it is humbug not to put a 
knife into a murderer’s hand when he 
asks for it, because if you don’t give it 
him, he can get it elsewhere! 


It is because war has become so blindly 
accepted an institution that it is still 
possible for men otherwise decent and 
honourable to tell these lies about war, 
to wish to conceal the truth about war, 
to commit and to defend these dirty acts, 
which all form part of the organization 
of war, under which organization 
civilized countries supply each other 
with a means of murder by international 
agreement. 


No doubt this article is written in 
execrable taste, but then I am only 
“ speaking personally.” 


(Continued from page 6, col. 4.) 


love instead of hatred, he must use dan- 
ger creatively instead of destructively— 
for the building of a better world instead 
of for war. - 


It is 4s well to remember that Gandhi 
has said that he must call those who 
cannot practise non-violent resistance 
“guilty of cowardice” if they fail to de- 
fend their families and property by arms. 
Unprepared, can we practise it? 
Gandhi’s words are both a challenge and 
a reproach. 


There is no doubt about it: where positive 
love is at work, there is danger courageously 
met, and where both danger and our ability 
to learn to meet it courageously are ignored, 

there is no love, no pacifism and no peace. 
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Street, London, W.1. 
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The Real Shock 


. was singularly appropriate (though 

it shocked members) that Sir 
THomas Inskie should have made his 
statement on conscription to the House 
so casually. 


For there is, in truth, nothing remark- 
able at all about conscription in war- 
time, or about its completeness or about 
the fact that the country as a whole is 
not to be asked to agree to it. Nothing 
remarkable, that is, if war is allowed to 
come. It is significant, therefore, that 
in joining in expressions of horror at 
the thought, Mr. Lanspury emphasized 
rather the more horrible thought that 
there did not seem to be “any effort 
being made to stem the tide which was 
flowing toward barbarism.” 


If the country wants to do something 
—and it certainly should—let it be about 
that, and not about the detailed conduct 
of barbarism. 


Rudimentary Imperiajism 


HE claim that, because the interven- 
tion of Britain, France, and (in- 
directly) Russia prevented the recent 
crisis in Central Europe from develop- 
ing into a war, collective security has 
proved, even in “a rudimentary and 
emergency form,” to be successful is 
illuminating. The positively alarming 
shortsightedness of so many sincere 
lovers of peace is dealt with by our 
Svecial Correspondent on page one of 
this issue. Unfortunately, people who 
can only see a little way ahead (if at 
all) can usually, naturally enough, only 
see a little way back; so that when the 
“ adjourned ” crisis again comes up for 
discussion they will not see in it the 
failure of the method of threatening war 
(collectively, of course, with our allies), 
but will again clamour for threats. 


But the claim that this is collective 
security, that it has succeeded, and that 
it must be renewed every time it breaks 
down throws more light on the nature 

_of this collective security. People who 
imagine that wars only start because 
country A prefers war to peace and 
arms accordingly, while countries B to 
Z prefer peace to war but neglect not 
so much their arms as their coordination 
of defence, will not see it. But those 
who see that war has its roots deep in 
a sense of frustration of a nation’s ef- 
forts to meet its needs will see that a 
collective system that takes no step 
whatever to remove such a grievance is 
merely a bolstering up of the very same 
imperial interests that stand in the way 
of the frustrated nation. 


True, it is claimed by the supporters 
of the collective system that such steps 
are intended. But in that too it is not 
different from the imperial system of 
war-threats, which is scarcely ever de- 
tended without a clause protesting our 
desire to be friendly and even remove 
grievances. (No-one, Sir THomas INSKIP 
hoped, at the end of a long broadcast on 
“defence of the Empire,” on Monday 


US HOLD ON TO 


The Simplicity of 
Pacifism 


says 
Captain 
Philip Mumford 


simple. It must, however, be 
admitted that their practical 
application in daily life usually 
presents complications and_prob- 
lems. 


F UNDAMENTAL ideas are 


. 


Problems, of course, have to be 
solved with meticulous care and 
honesty. Complications are often 
side issues and lead to diffusion of 
energy. 


I believe we may even shamelessly 
abandon consistency in order that the 
simple message. may be carried along 
frequented paths as a banner which the 
common people may know and gather 
round. 


Some of our difficulties, I submit, are 
due to our confusing these two things, 
the complications and the problems. 
We march forth to battle against the 
complications as if they were problems, 
thereby becoming entangled with a lot 
of unnecessary work and difficulties. 


MANY  pacifists, having 

signed the pledge to 

renounce war, feel aghast at the 

final implications of the philosophy 
they have thereby adopted. 


To them come other pacifists only too 
anxious to add to their perplexity and 
increase their bewilderment by their 
exclamations of “ Lo here, and Lo there” 
and then to lead them into the wilder- 
ness 

How many pacifists realize that 
when they say “We shall never 
achieve pacifism until...” and then 
roll off al’ the personal and collective 
virtues of the philosophers from Moses 
to Marx, they are merely saying what 
our opponents always say? 


TI have so frequently argued with the 
die-hard imperialist who has finished his 
opposition with: “Of course, my dear 
fellow, you are absolutely right—in 
theory. And one day we shall all come 
to it, but for the present...” 

We need not wait for pacifism until 
we are all spiritual giants. Tom, Dick, 
and Harry could have it today without 
any further moral advance than a firm 
determination never to help massacre 
their fellow human beings. 

Pacifism is nothing more than a moral 
and common sense view that deliberate 
violerice is always wrong and not to be 
glorified by governments as the best way 
of obtaining their ends. 


THERE is a great temp- 
tation to weigh down this 
simple message of pacifism with 


night, was going to give up working for 
peace.) For a threat of war is never 
accompanied by even a comparable act 
to remove the real cause of the 
threatened war. Yet if war is to be 
ended—not just postponed—the efforts to 
remove its causes must be even greater 
than the efforts to “convince (the ag- 
gressor) that a military adventure is 
bound to fail,” to quote Moscow’s view 
of the collective system. 


And for our part we have but little 
faith, to say the least, in efforts to re- 
move the causes of war that are accom- 
panied by any suggestion that our only 
alternative to success is to kill as 
brutally (or even as “humanely ”!) as 
we can the men, women, and children 
of any nation that dares to get so ex- 
asperated with frustration as to resort 
to force. 


tiresome theories as to the pacifist’s 
relation with every aspect of 
modern life. 


Must a pacifist let his family starve 
rather than take a job making muni- 
tions? 

Should a pacifist pay income tax? 

When, if ever, may a pacifist help 
those wounded in battle or air raids? 


How does a pacifist avoid becoming 
entangled in the military machine and 
should he love his neighbour more? 


These and similar problems are 
scrawled across the pages of pacifist 
literature to the delight of the theorist. 
While this theorizing is a part of human 
progress, let the Peace Pledge Union not 
forget that it has its own well-defined 
job. 

Let us before all else keep to the simple 
task, which is quite hard enough, of 
making people realise the futility of 
violence. The complications will take 
care of themselves if only we will con- 
centrate on the main principle. 


The average citizen will more easily 
grasp the sense of pacifism when it is 
simply put to him by another no different 
from himself—for that is the prosaic 
way in which human behaviour does 
change. 
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Essential Points in the 


P.P.U. Manifesto —— 


HE PEACE PLEDGE UNION, 

founded by Dick Sheppard on 
the basis of the pledge “We re- 
nounce war and will never sup- 
port or sanction another,’ makes 
this appeal to all who seek peace 
within and between the nations: — 


The pledge to renounce war, in- 
volving as it does the refusal to 
allow governments to make use of 
the weapons of violence in support 
of foreign policy, leads; inevitakly 
to the necessity for a new foreign 
policy, based on econ»Mmic appease- 
ment and reconciliation. 


The most pressing need is to take 
immediate steps which will lead 
ultimately to the establishment of 
a really serviceable League of 
Nations. The new League must be 
based on provisions designed to 
meet the economic requirements of 
the large masses of poverty- 
stricken people to be found in vary- 
ing degree among all nations of 
the earth. The satisfaction and 
security of each and every nation 
must be, and can be, obtained in 
the well-being of all. 


NOW IS THE TIME 


when every democrat should 
concentrate upon, and call his gov- 
ernment to confront, the real and 
pressing economic needs of the 
people of the world. The main- 
tenance of imperial interest and 
economic advantage for ourselves 
literally means that we are living 
at the expense of the people of 
other countries. 


The Van Zeeland Report has been 
drawn by a statesman appointed 
by the Governments of Britain and 
France to consider the economic 
and political causes of friction in 
the world. M. van Zeeland’s con- 
clusions should be investigated at 
once. They may be modified. He 
provided for that. When the causes 
are faced, a solution, which could 
meet the needs of hungry nations, 
raise the general standard of life, 
and secure the rights of native 
peoples, will be found possible in 
other terms than those of war 


We urge that a new peace treaty 
should be drawn up, this time be- 
fore another war begins, instead 
of after it. 


Copies of the full Manifesto are 
obtainable from the Peace Pledge 
Union, 96 Regent Street, London, W.1. 


Our Critics Case 


PACIFISM having won its way to seri- 

ous consideration even by those not 
yet won to its support, it is useful to take 
stock of its opponents’ replies. 


Leaving aside minor criticisms, these 
have been well typified in two recent 
statements, which we quote here. From 
these it is seen that the most representa- 
tive (the shorter quotation) is based on a 
complete misunderstanding of the paci- 
fist position—which pacifists must re- 
move—while that based on an unusually 
clear understanding presents an attitude 
which pacifists can well appreciate— 
and which, in fact, they are mostly pre- 
pared to face. 


In a recent article in the Daily Record, 
Mr. F. W. Preston, replying to the “quiet, 
genuine pacifists who deserve an 
answer,” writes: 


They should bear in mind that although 
the failures to stop aggression may be bad, 
there is one thing worse and that is the 
submission of the supporters of peace to the 
aggressors, 


There is a vital difference between a fail- 
ure to implement the machinery of inter- 
national sanctions, and handing over to an 
aggressor the booty he seeks. The first is 
like a failure to get up and help the victim 
of a burglar ; the latter is actually giving aid 
and reward to the burglar. 


Compare this with the following by 
Captain K. P. Smith, of the Royal Berk- 
shire Regiment, in the February, 1938, 
Journal of the Royal United Services 


Institution on 
War.” 


Pacifism in its present virulent form is a 
product of the post-war era. During the 


“The National Will to 


* Great War the number of conscientious objec- 


tors was negligible. Today it may be assumed 
that the membership of the more extreme 
pacifist organizations can be reckoned in 
thousands, and their numbers are increasing 
daily. The essence of their creeds may be 
summarized as being that to take part in war 
either in a combatant or non-combatant cap- 
acity is morally wrong, and that armaments, 
far from being a panacea, are a certain cause 
of war. 

Admittedly recent events have served to 
disillusion many erstwhile pacifically-minded 
people, but the more extreme organizations— 
such as the Peace Pledge Union—have not 
been similarly influenced. On the contrary, 
the decision of the country to rearm has re- 
sulted in an intensification of pacifist propa- 
ganda. New groups for this purpose are still 
in the process of being formed throughout the 
country. By cleverly conceived answers, the 
illogical aspects of which are not always 
apparent to the man in the street, they en- 
deavour to counter the obvious arguments 
which are put forward for strengthening the 
defensive potentialities of the country. 

So sincere are the convictions of the major- 
ity of pacifists, it is certain that no measures, 
however drastic, would compel them to take 
part inwar. From the point of view of their® 
present numbers alone they thus constitute a 
problem which cannot be ignored in our 
national defence scheme. The existence of 
pacifism would therefore appear to be a 
fait accompli which, for the time being. we 
must accept; but that no restraint should be 
imposed on the efforts which are being under- 
taken to extend its influence would appear to 
be under present circumstances both illogical 
and extremely dangerous, 
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INDIANS’ 


PEACE 


SACRIFICE IN 


STRUGGLE FOR 
LIBERTY 


Mr. Gandhi on Lesson ot 


Shooting Tragedy 


would be a small price paid for the liberty of the people,’’ says 


“ HESE tragic deaths and injuries inflicted upon innocent persons 


Mr. M. K. Gandhi in a statement concerning the shooting by 
police on an unarmed crowd in the State of Mysore recently. 


The crowd had gathered to honour the 
national flag, despite the magistrate’s 
ban. The police killed 37 and seriously 
wounded 48 others. 


“Tf I were a Mysorean,” continues Mr. 
Gandhi, “ I would use these sacrifices for 
gaining the liberty for which they had 
been made voluntarily or involuntarily.” 


“ The leaders of the people of Mysore,” 
he said, “should also remember that one 
condition of success is the retention of a 
truly non-violent spirit and atmosphere 
under every conceivable circumstance.” 


CROWD’S BRAVE 
BEHAVIOUR 


I have been told that the people have 
been behaving with exemplary non- 
violence and that the crowd bravely 
suffered the firing. If that is proved to 
be the case, I for one will rejoice over 
the loss of life. It is the necessary price 
paid for gaining liberty.” 


Earlier in his statement Mr. Gandhi 
refers to his friendship with Sir Mirza 
Ismail (Adviser to the Maharaja of 
Mysore). “I know,” he writes, “ that the 
tragedy which has been enacted in 
Mysore has filled him with distress. 


“T have read the communiqué issued 
by the Mysore Government. It does 
not read convincingly to me. But, for 
the advice I am about to tender, I do 
not need an accurate knowledge of 
all the facts surrounding the tragedy. 


“One or two facts stand out promin- 
ently. There has been firing upon an 
unarmed crowd, resulting in several 
deaths and many more being injured. I 
will assume, though the information re- 
ceived by me on behalf of the public is 
to the contrary, that there was some 
provocation. 


“We can never I:now with absolute 
certainty whether the firing was justi- 
fied. There is no code which can give 
an exact definition of justification. It 
must always be a matter of opinion, and 
opinions always have a knack of varying. 


SYMPTOM OF THE 
TIME 


“ What I, therefore, venture to suggest 
to the Mysore Government is that they 
should not be satisfied with making an 
inquiry, however impartial it may be. 
The demonstration that is going on in 
Mysore about the national flag is a 
symptom of the time. 


“T must confess that I was not aware 
of a popular awakening in Mysore on a 
wide scale, as there undoubtedly is. It 
gladdens me, as I hope it gladdens the 
Mysore authorities. 


“TI suggest, therefore, that the best 
and only remedy for the Maharaja and 
his Adviser, Sir Mirza Ismail, is to 
divest the Government of its autocracy 
and to make popular representatives 
responsible for the administration of 
Mysore. The responsibility must be 
on the broadest scale possible if it is to 
ensure peace in Mysore. 


“Tt has been suggested that, the State 
being backward, responsibility can only 
be a plant of slow growth. I have never 
subscribed to that doctrine. 


“Tt is not a compliment to the States. 
One would expect them, with all the 
natural advantages in their favour, to 
show much greater progress than in un- 
wieldy British India.” 


ANGLICAN 
PACIFISTS’ 
CALL TO 

THE CHURCH 


From Our Own Correspondent 


ON the burning question of peace and 

war the Christian Church speaks 
with a divided voice, declared the Mar- 
quis of Tavistock, chairman at a well- 
attended public meeting held by the 
Anglican Pacifist Fellowship in St. 
Pancras Town Hall. 

Almost every thoughtful agnostic or 
rationalist, he continued, had not the 
slightest difficulty in seeing that war 
was wholly contrary to the teaching 
of Christ and incompatible with his 
example. 

Subsequent speeches by the Rev. W. 
C. Roberts, Mr. George Lansbury, and 
Canon Stuart Morris emphasized that 
war was entirely evil. No good thing 
could come out of it. It could not achieve 
justice, liberty, or right. It was impossi- 
ble to square universal murder with the 
gospel of love put forth by Christ. 

“ENTITLED TO STEAL” 

George Lansbury said that we had 
grown up with the idea that we were 
entitled to steal other people’s property 
and exploit those less able to defend 
themselves, so that our country might 
become prosperous. He had seen many 
wars and the Church always thought 
God was on its country’s side. 

Three years ago he wrote to The Times 
appealing to the churches of the world 
to sound a clarion call against war, but 
nothing was done. 

If Christendom were to demand an 
Armistice in Spain and China he was 
certain nothing in the world could face 
up to such moral power as that. 
Among those who expressed regret at bing 

unable to be present at the meeting were Miss 
Sybil Thorndike, Miss Evelyn Underhill, and 
the Archdeacon of Stoke. It was the first 


public meeting to be held by the Anglican 
Pacifist Fellowship. 


Scouts * Protected ”’ 


“T have just heard that you are an 
active exponent of the mental disease 
called pacifism,” wrote a local Scout- 
master to the Rev. J. S. Rymer, of 
Anlaby Common, Hull. 

“In scouting a boy is taught to be 
loyal to the land of his birth and I hope 
that every one of my scouts would be 
prepared to defend his country should 
the need arise. 

“In these circumstances I do not 
consider that it is to the advantage 
of my Scouts to come under your in- 
fluence and I am taking immediate 
steps for their protection.” 

Mr. Rymer has distributed a leaflet setting 
out nine points of his faith. He has invited 
those who are in agreement with the spirit, 
though not necessarily with every word, of 
these points to sign the leaflet and inform 
him. Following are two of the points: 

The Church should be pacifist and demand 

disarmament of the nation. “Peace at all 
costs” must be our motto. To make 
peace and happiness for all, of whatever 
social class or race, should no longer be 
considered selfish or cowardly, but should 
be the main object of every Christian. 

The Church should outlaw all war, offen- 

sive and defensive (so called), and refuse 

to allow its members to take part. 


NEWS 


Czech Socialists 
Remind Rulers 


Of Obligations 


THE recognition by the Czech Govern- 

ment of the Italian conquest of 
Abyssinia has drawn a protest from the 
Association of Religious Socialists in 
Czechoslovakia, which recalls that it is 
not long since Czechoslovakia was “freed 
from the yoke of Austria.” 

“President Masaryk, before he died, 
reminded us that the Czech Republic 
could not be maintained except by the 
spiritual realities which presided at its 
birth,” continues the statement. 

“If we do not ourselves protect the 
ideal of democracy, humanity, liberty, 
right and justice, we lose the right to 
ask for help from others if we our- 
selves should be attacked. 

“A small nation should above all re- 
main faithful in all circumstances to 
liberty and justice, for they constitute 
the only solid basis for its existence.” 
Even from the tactical point of view, it 
was pointed out, the recognition was a 
mistake, for it fortified the aggressive 
intentions of the dictators. 


Quakers Oppose 
A.R.P. 


“The psychological effects of our 
actions are of the utmost importance, 
yet they are generally ignored,” points 
out a statement on air raid precautions 
issued by the Middlesbrough Preparative 
Meeting of the Society of Friends, which 
has given special consideration to the 
question. 

“Our attitude to ARP,” continues the 
statement, “is that it is fundamentally 
based on fear and suspicion of our fellow 
world citizens ... The garb of helping 
humanity and alleviating suffering is 
the cloak under which the evil of ARP 
is obscured . . . Furthermore, the pre- 
cautions advocated entwine the military 
system more closely around our civiliz- 
ation.” 

Referring to the ARP appeal to church 
members, the statement declares that “the 
Church’s mission is to proclaim the father- 
hood of God and the brotherhood of all men 
and to show ‘a more excellent way ’—the way 
of reconciliation. 

“We see two paths before us. One leads 
inevitably to another war by renewed pre- 
paredness; the other begins with a complete 
rejection of war, and of all preparations for 
it... There is no shadow of doubt on which 
of them are found the footprints and the 
signposts of Jesus Christ.” 
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How Britain Can 


Lead 


PACIFIST—L.N.U. 
DEMAND 


E conclusion that the preliminary 

way to peace lies in the immediate 
application of the Van Zeeland Report 
was reached at a conference of mem- 
bers of Wells Peace Group and League 
of Nations Union in the Bishop’s Palace, 
Wells, on Saturday. 

A statement subsequently sent to the 
MP for the division, the Bishop of Bath 
and Wells, and the press, urged action 
by the British Government to imple- 


ment ihe report, and also urged that 
Great Britain shall lead in calling a new 
world conference of ALL the nations for 
the frank discussion of the economic prib- 
lems which threaten peace. 


At the opening of the conference Mr. 
W. B. Curry, Headmaster of Dartington 
Hall School, dealt in detail with the 
economic problems which have led to 
the present world situation. He showed 
the evils of extreme nationalism, high 
tariff walls, competition, and unstable 
monetary conditions. 


Penalty for Breaking 


Laws 


The Rugby Women’s Peace Walk, held 
recently, besides being the customary 
peace demonstration was made the 
occasion for advertising a meeting ad- 
dressed by Miss A. Ruth Fry on the 
following evening. 

Miss Fry, who spoke on “Peace, paci- 
fism, and common sense,” suggested 
that the laws of God were a continu- 
ation of the laws of science. Because 
the divine laws had been broken the 
world was in chaos. 

Those present at the meeting were 
given an opportunity of signing a reso- 
lution “most emphatically” pressing the 
Government “more than ever today to 
know their power to diminish the ten- 
sion among nations and take the stand 
that the only way to solve disputes 
among nations is the peaceable one.” 

(Miss Ruth Fry has just published a leaf- 
let, headed Peace or War? Fellowship or 
Hatred? Cooperation or Starvation? which 
concludes with the simple message: “Feed 
people, don’t bomb them.” It is obtainable 
from her at Thorpeness, Suffolk, price 2s. 3d. 
per 100.) 
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HOME COUNTIES 


BECKENHAM group is one which 

makes full use of the local press, 
and the latter gave good publicity to a 
public meeting held by the group and 
addressed by Roy Walker and the Rev. 
Reginald Sorensen, MP. In one paper 
nearly a full column was devoted to the 
report. 


Over twenty political and other local 
groups were notified of the meeting, in 
addition to which posters carried an- 
nouncements. Although, owing to local 
apathy, the audience was not as large as 
could have been wished, the group is 
satisfied that persistent work will 
eventually bear results. ~ 


Regional News pblished from Enfield 
records the resignation of Mr. R. J. J. 
Page and*Miss E. Poulter, as secretary 
and assistant secretary. Mr. E. C. 
Byford, of Enfield Town group, was 
elected secretary at the recent annual 
general meeting. 


Among the regional activities recalled 
in the bulletin is a combined effort by 
Enfield, Edmonton, Bush Hill Park, and 
Palmers Green, in a splendid demon- 
stration against a Territorial recruiting 
campaign. Over 5,000 leaflets were dis- 
tributed. 


Justifiable pride can be felt by 


Under the Oak Tree 


By LEONARD READ 
(on behalf of the Basque Fund) 


"Tif “ sancta simplicitas ” of the adop- 
: tive parents scheme breathes the air 
of an afflatus. 

Having never seen their parents since 
they left Spain (some never will again) 
the children naturally felt marooned 
and -cut off from contact with the 
friendly and familiar. To fill this want 
with temporary English “ parents,” dis- 
closed an understanding of their forlorn 
isolation which multiplied many-fold the 
value of the food and shelter already 
provided. 

Thus they were guided past a danger- 
ous reef of childhood—the sensation of 
being discarded and individually uncared 
for; someone in the dim background is 
thinking of their success and - welfare 
continually, and sending packages to 
them. And this is apart from the 
financial capitation being sent. 

The self-regulated “duties” of an 
adoptive parent are not always easy to 
discharge, and he is handicapped by the 
curiously indirect manner he must act; 
such as the difficulties of seeing the child 
often or at all and of speaking with him. 
But they are overcome, and the un- 
flagging interest displayed in the child- 
ren by the adoptive parents leads me to 
offer to them collectively a bouquet of 
Andalusian sweetness and variety. 

The staff here has all the human de- 
lights of daily and reciprocal contact 
with their sons and daughters, and no 
money to scrape together. They are 
another tip for keeping young and 
happy. 

Indeed one is tempted to advise paci- 
fists, especially those so harassed by 
ARP that they put their heads in sand 
and spell “ ostrich,” to rid their mouths 
of the letters’ unpleasant taste by sub- 
stituting another interpretation—Adop- 
tive (Republican) Parents’ scheme. 

The children received the scheme with 
enthusiasm, and prospétts of a summer 
holiday together have brought it to the 
surface again (one girl has already be- 
gun to wash her wardrobe for August). 
But they are quite capable of seeing a 
funny side, of which we have consider- 
able evidence. 

It is a mortal affront to insult a man’s 
mother (the family being very close-knit 
in the Basque provinces), and little 
Fermin once saved his skin from a hor- 
rid lambasting by hastily correcting him- 
self to say, “But, hombre, I only said 
your adoptive mother!” 

Earlier, the Warden was more than 
once requested to hasten to Colchester 
and buy an adoptive father, “like the 
others have.” 


All donations should be sent to Basque. 
Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 96 Regent Street, 
W.1. They will be most gratefully received. 


PEACE 


Orpington group, for 300 people crowded 
into the Village Hall there last week to 
hear the PPU case expounded by 
Bertrand Russell, the Rev. Kenneth 
Budd, and Roy Walker. This meeting, 
too, received a good report in a local 
newspaper. 


This week’s prize for press publicity, 
however, is probably taken by Walling- 
ton. Here a local paper printed on its 
front page an ARP appeal by the mayor 
together with a statement by the PPU. 
The paper also commented editorially. 
This was followed by a spate of corres- 
pondence, in which PPU members have 
been prominent. In addition the paper 
printed the PPU Manifesto. 


Last week the Wallington group were 
busy every evening countering an ARP 
exhibition and Territorial display. 


LONDON 


Members of the group at Willesden 
Green are busy with preparations for a 
peace tableau car for inclusion in a local 
carnival. 


Roy Walker spoke on ARP at a meet- 
ing of the group held recently. 


MIDLANDS 


Guy Metcalf, secretary of the Midlands 
Area, (who, as announced in the Notice 
Board, expects to leave the district 
shortly), has had a struggle to get 
pacifism going in Stamford. He has 
succeeded, however, and a public meet- 
ing will be held there on Tuesday week, 
under the auspices of the local groups of 
the PPU and FoR. - 


Another forthcoming fixture for Mid- 
lands members will be a combined area 
committee discussion and weekend 
school on July 16—17 at the Holiday 
Friendship Association guest house, 
Cromford Court, which is a mile from 
Matlock Bath railway station, Derby- 
shire. Canon Morris will be present for 
the weekend and will open a general 
discussion at two sessions on the Sunday, 
On the Saturday evening the speaker 
will be Mr. W. L. Williams, on “ Pacifism 
and Politics.” 


The cost will be 10s. 6d. per head from 
tea on Saturday to tea on Sunday. Book- 
ings should he sent to Miss Norah North, 
22 Hinckley Road, Forest East, Leicester. 


NORTH 


The weekend school held by the South 
Yorkshire Area at High Flatts, near 
Huddersfield, last month was a very 


_successful and enjoyable event, attended 


by members from most of the South 
Yorkshire groups and also from Hull, 
Rawdon, Holmfirth, and Huddersfield. 


J. Allen Skinner, former Chairman of 
the No More War Movement, opened 
two sessions of stimulating thought and 
discussion, in very full and comprehen- 
sive statements of the various sug- 
gestions for the peaceful solution of 
world affairs, pointing out the weak- 
nesses of most of these and urging the 
absolute pacifist to work out more of the 
details of his programme so that he 
might be ready with his complete 
answer if the opportunity came for con- 
trol of -ffairs in this country. 


He suggested that many approached 
pacifism from one aspect only and ig- 
nored other aspects which could not for 
long be ignored if they were to make 
progress on their own chosen line. 


The discussions showed a keen appre- 
ciation though not always a very deft 
handling of the half-bricks thrown at 
those present (in a truly pacifist man- 
ner) by Allen Skinner. All members 
were left at least with a great deal to 
think. about. 


They will mix their thought, however, 
with happy recollections of the weekend 
weather, spirit, fellowship, and fun. 
Most of the time was spent out of doors 
and so the school was beneficial in more 
ways than one. 


NEWS 


NEWS from the FOUR CORNERS 


SOUTH-WEST 


At Chippenham last week a North 
Wiltshire Regional Council was formed. 
Swindon sent sixteen members, who 
cycled the twenty miles to the meeting. 


Afterward, a poster parade was held 
through the town, facing traffic from the 
new aerodrome, and this, in turn, was 
followed by a public meeting addressed 
by John Barclay and Mr. Wells. 

Salisbury group of the PPU and FoR 
was reorganized at a meeting held 
recently under the chairmanship of Mr. 


Mauleverer. 
a 


WALES 

A definite step has now been taken 
in the linking-up of Welsh regions. 

Contact has been made with Ferndale 
and Merthyr where it is hoped that 
active groups will soon be a reality. 

Pontypool, where a very active group 
exists, has undertaken to try and com- 
mence active work in other parts of the 
Eastern Valley of Monmouthshire. 

The summer programme of open-air 
meetings at Llandaff Fields, Cardiff 
opened with a meeting at which there 
were two speakers and the success of 
the meeting may be judged from the 
number of questions asked after the ad- 
dresses. : 

Street-sellers are still required for the 
sale of PEACE NEWS. Cardiff sellers 
sold ten dozen on a Friday and a Satur- 
day evening, and it is felt that this figure 
could be doubled if the number of sellers 
was increased. 

Poster parades advertising the meeting 
addressed by Bertrand Russell last week 
were held through Cardiff main streets 
on the Friday, Saturday, and Monday 
nights prior to the meeting. 

The town council of Colwyn Bay has 
refused, by a majority decision, to allow 
the football ground at Eirias Park to be 
used by the PPU for a public meeting. 

This has given PPU members an ex- 
cellent opportunity to set out their 
beliefs in letters to a local newspaper 
which upheld the right of free speech. 

ARP formed the subject of an address 
by Roy Walker at a meeting held by 
Rhos PPU group in the Miners’ Institute. 
The policy of the PPU, he said, was one 
of calling a halt in the dreadful business 
of war preparations, which was a cancer 
eating into the very heart of the popu- 
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Mem)ers write: 


Are We Too Serious? 


¥ AGREE with John Barclay that “as a race 
= and as a species we are far too solemn.” 
Are we taking ourselves too seriously? 

There is a real danger for our enthusiasm 
to develop (or rather degenerate) into 
“crankism.” We are too much inclined to 
look upon pacifism as an end in itself rather 
than as the means to an end. 

There is, I believe, an urgent need for a 
large streak of humour in our pacifist 
propaganda and personalities. Regarding the 
former, do PEACE NEWS readers really con- 
sider, for example, a pacifist revue as an 
impracticable and offensive thing? 

Gaiety should be an essential part of the 
pacifist technique. As John Barclay says, 
“people respond to gaiety; and when they 
are gay they are delightful.” This is the 
secret of successful pacifist evangelism, as 
our Group Organizer has proved. This is the 
key to the new world, which for me is the 
intended end of my pacifism. 

WILL HAYDEN, 


76, Calabria Road, N.5. 


Sales Challenge. 


The Nottingham groups sold 23 dozen 
copies during each of the first two 
weekends in May—one night ten sellers 
sold 130 copies in 14 hours. 

Would you publish this as a challenge 
to others and foster the competitive 
spirit by publishing leading figures in 
PEACE NEWS each week? 

CHARLES BALDWIN. 

Latrigg Lodge, 

74 Sherwin Road. 
Lenton. Nottingham. 


Great Publicity 


In sending thanks to headquarters for the 
visit of the touring car and loud speaker, 
may I recommend all groups to take advan- 
tage of this great publicity for our move- 


ment. We need something powerful to 
counteract the boycott of all “ peace” news 
in the national press, and to my mind this 
fills the bill. 

Whilst realizing the value of indoor 
meetings in giving stimuli to the already 
converted, this work is the greater because 
it covers such a wide field. 

The best of luck to Nigel Spottiswoode and 
his assistant in this work. 

W. T. SIMPSON. 

278 Bowling Old Lane, 

Bradford. 


Youth “ Peace”’ Meeting 


I hope the PPU will be represented at the 
youth peace meeting on June 12 at Earl’s 
Court {see below] and have something to 
say. It looks to me more like a war meeting! 

I take two copies of PEACE NEWS every 
week and broadcast them. 

MARY L. PENDERED. 

The Spinney, 

Great Addington, 
Kettering. 

Meeting referred to above will be held in 
Empress Stadium Hall, Earl’s Court, on 
evening of June 12. It is part of national 
Emergency Youth Peace Campaign, organ- 
ized by League of Nations Union Youth 
Groups, in connexion with which a manifesto 
has been issued, calling for: defence of 
independence of all countries, especially 
Czechoslovakia; arms for Spain and with- 


lation drawal of German and Italian’ troops; 

: | embargo on loans and credit to Italy, 
Germany and Japan. 

Young men and women wanted. Urgent. 


NOTICE BOARD 


Uxbridge open-air meeting, June 4, 
announced last week, is canceled. 
The offices at Headquarters, 96 Regent 


Street, W.1, wil! be closed for Whitsun Holi- 
days from Friday, June 3, at 6 p.m., until 
Tuesday morning, June 7, at 9.30 a.m. 

A Welsh-speaking volunteer to help in 
London. Wanted by HQ.—must ce thoroughly 
familiar with the modern orthography of 
literary Welsh in order to be able to correct 
Welsh manuscript and proofs. 

There will be no poster parade from Head- 
quarters this evening (Saturday). 

Guy Metcalf, secretary, Midlands area, is 
expecting to leave district; all matter relating 
to area business should be addressed to Miss 
Norah North, 22 Hinckley Road, Forest East, 
Leicester, until successor is appointed. 

City, W.1, W.C.1 & N.W.1 groups are com- 
bining to draw up rota of PEACE NEWS 
sellers for theatre and opera-house queues 
(which have been found good customers). 
Volunteers for any day of week (even Thurs- 
days) please apply: City “Peace News” 
Secretary, City PPU Headquarters, 13 Pater- 
noster Row, E.C.4. 

Hull: volunteers needed to sell PEACE 
NEWS. Open-air meetings every Wednesday, 
8 p.m., at West Park Gates. 

In connexion with open air -aeeting at 
Epping, on June 11, volunteers are wanted for 
selling PEACE NEWS, preferably all day, and 
also for poster parades. Tea will be provided. 
Write to Wilfred Farley, Eyrecot, Woodland 
Close, Woodford Green. 

Bristol wants more PEACE NEWS sellers 
each Saturday between 2.30 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
—Write John Bamford, 24 Bromley Road, 
Horfield, Bristol. 7. 

The lending library at headquarters, 96 
Regent Street, will in future be open all day 
from 9.30 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Sheringham group hopes to start a Book 
Shop and Social Service Centre in the near 
future. Would anyone with a tiny income, 
willing to live on communal lines, like to join 
in this venture? Write to Miss Florence 
Kearney, Lavenham, North Street, Shering- 
ham. 
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Aldershot Tattoo poster parades, June 8 to 11 
and 14 to 18, from 7.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. De- 
tails from C. W Hope Gill, San Tai, Four 
Marks, Alton, Hants. Telephone: Ropley 51. 


Arrangements have been made between 
Streatham, Battersea, and Wandsworth 
groups whereby outdoor meetings are held 
every Sunday as follows:—Clapham Common 
-—3.p.m.; Streatham Common—6.30 p.m. 


The War Resisters’ International urgently 
needs help with translation work between 
Bulgarian and English. Anyone able to offer 
assistance kindly communicate with the 
Secretary, WRI, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, 
Middlesex. 


Glasgow.-—-Wanted, urgently, enthusiastic 
member to organize street-selling of PEACE 
NEWS. Also names of volunteers to go on 
a rota of sellers for minimizing the amount 
of labour per volunteer—also poster-paraders, 
—Write, Henry A Barter, 18 Pitt Street, 
Glasgow, C.2. 


Birmingham wants more P.N. sellers each 
Friday, one hour or more between 4.30 and 
9.30 p.m. Write Wilfred S. Burtt, 3 Inneage 
Road, Northfield, Birmingham. 


Volunteers are wanted to sell PRACE NEWS 
{in Cambridge.—Write to Austin Davies, 28 
Malcolm Sreet, Cambridge. 


Miss Kathleen Hoskin, 2 Quintrel Road, 
Newquay, Cornwall, would be glad to hear 
from pacifists intending to visit Newquay and 
district during the summer months; more 
especially those willing to take part in meet- 
ings and demonstrations. 


West Norwood group will meet on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays of the month in 
Room 4, St. Luke’s Church Hall—adjacent to 
West Norwood tram terminus. 

Kettering group now meets every Thursday 
at 7.30 p.m in the Toller Lecture Room, 
Meeting Lane, Kettering. 

PPU open air meetings every Sunday at 3.45 
p.m. on Whitfield’s Mount, Blackheath, near 
Cricket Pitch. 


All welcome at prayers for peace at All 
Saints, Blackheath, S.E.3, 7.30 p.m., every 
Monday. Once a fortnight prayers are 
followed by a conference. 
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UP THE 
GARDEN 
PATH 


By 
BESOM 


RUISLIP-NORTHWOOD (Middlesex) 
air raid wardens are organizing a 
golf tournament at Haste -Hill in gas 
masks. 
There is no truth in the rumour that 
for golf balls they are to use high 
explosive bombs. 


NEW USE FOR BIBLES 

A fortune is being made by a man of 
77 who, after sixteen years of self- 
imposed poverty, living on £2 a week, 
invented and patented a method of turn- 
ing old Bibles into gun-cotton, artificial 
silk, cellulose, and expensive notepaper. 
His machinery has already been in- 
stalled at a Cardiff factory and at cight 
others in various parts of the country 
where armaments are being made from 
ancient Testaments. 

—Daily Express. 


THE CINEMA 

In a love scene, when a man says to 
a woman, “You are beautiful as the 
gazelle,” the woman ought to disappear 
and a gazelle take her place on the 
screen. 

This entertaining idea is expressed in 
a futurist manifesto for the reformation 
of the cinema. 

I would like to see the notion spread- 
ing to American films. Since they take 
their terms -of endearment from the 
grocer’s shop rather than the zoo, I sup- 
pose we may expect the ravishing 
female to disappear from the strong 
man’s embrace leaving him holding a 
pound of sugar and a pot of honey. 


» « » TO CORRESPONDENTS 


I think you pacifists are wrong about 
rearming. I read the Bishop of London’s 
Diocesan Letter and he says: “No-one for 
a moment believes that we are arming or 
preparing for an aggressive war, and there- 
fore no nation is alarmed at our warlike 
preparations.” A bishop wouldn’t say that 
if he didn’t really think it. 

“ Blue-eyes.” 
Dear Blue-eyes,—Unfortunately for 
the bishop’s flock, politicians do not hold 
a monopoly in muddled thinking. 


AGRICULTURAL NOTE 

Talking on the wireless Mr. A. G. 
Street said that without rabbits, which 
are both greedy and destructive, this 
country could be self-supporting in time 
of need. 

The full horror of the rabbit’s position 
has moved me to verse. 


The rabbit is not moved at all 

By patriotic fervour, 

And when the country calls it will 
Most certainly not serve her. 


It will remain indifferent quite 
To causes that we cherish, 

And will in the most horrid way 
Eat on while humans perish. 


‘Alas, that English fields should breed 
A creature that will gobble 

Young lettuces and other such, 

The while the Empire wobble. 


YOU CAN SLEEP IN PEACE 
Aston Villa’s further progress toward 
promotion was an antidote to the 
European scares, 
—Birmingham Gazette. 


THE BRITISH SPIRIT 

Happily, in a week more full of 
alarms and excursions than any other 
since the Great War, we had an example 
of the British spirit at its best. 

Mr. James Whitehead, ‘cellist of the 
Philharmonic Trio, faced with one of 
those impossible modern foreign com- 
positions which delight highbrows, said: 
“Oh, I can’t play this .thing,” and 
walked off the platform. 

—Sunday Pictorial. 


HAPPY AUSTRIA 

Remarkable scenes were witnessed at 
Linz, where great mass meetings 
awaited Hitler’s arrival. 

When it was ammounced at one of the 
meetings that Mr. Ward Price, of the 
Daily Mail, had arrived cheering went 
on for nearly a minute. In broken Ger- 
man Mr. Price congratulated Austria on 
her “hour of happiness.” 

—Reynolds’s News. 
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SHORT STORY 


WITH NO END | 


NCE upon a time there 
( ) a number of people 
who lived in the same street. 


Some of these people had property in 
other parts of the town. One, in par- 
ticular—a certain Mr. J. Bull—was a 
wealthy landlord, owning a large num- 
ber of houses. Some of them were 
occupied by members of his own family, 
and others by tenants or by employees 
in his business. 


One day there arose a dispute into 
which most of the people in the street 
and people from other streets also were 
eventually drawn. All the people en- 
gaged in the dispute at once proceeded 
to break into each other’s houses. In- 
deed, it had long been the custom in that 
street for householders to kecp jemmies 
and other housebreaking implements 
stored away and well polished and sharp- 
ened in readiness for-such emergencies. 


One of the houses in the street was 
occupied by a certain Mr. Smith—he 
himself spelt the name Schmidt—who 
was not on good terms with his next- 
door neighbour, a lady. The house of 
Mr. Smith was partly separated from 
that of his neighbour by a little cottage, 
in which dwelt a poor man who had no 
desire to quarrel with anyone. The 
people in the street had agreed that if 
there was any housebreaking to be done 
this cottage should be left alone. 


R. SMITH, however, has 

noticed that his neighbour, 

the lady, did not secure her windows 

just by the cottage, and he thought it 

would be a good plan to creep through 

the cottage and get into his neighbour's 
garden and from there into her house. 

He was proceeding to do this when the 


LETEER 


17 Featherstone Buildings, 
London, W.C.1. 


BRAHAM KAUFMAN, one of the 
live wires of the pacifist movement 
in the United States, has sent me a de- 
lightful snapshot taken at the Ninth 
Annual Conference of the War Resisters’ 
League (of which he is Executive Secre- 
tary), reported on page 3. 
Unfortunately, it is, in vital parts, too 
dark to reproduce. So here is a word- 
reproduction instead. 
In a setting of dogwood (cornelian 
cherry) trees, which are a mass of flowers 


Dr. Christian Lange 


such as I have never seen growing on 
trees but only on plants, there stands a 
six-foot-six giant looking down at a 38- 
inch dwarf, both grinning broadly. 

The giant is Evan Thomas, who was 

a conscientious objector in the Great 

War, having served his term in Leaven- 

worth Penitentiary. The little fellow 

is described as “the youngest war- 
resister,” Jesse Kaufman. 

Phe brother of the former is inter- 
nationally known as many-times candi- 
date of the Socialist Party for the Presi- 
dency of the United States—Norman 
Thomas. The father of the latter is Abe 
Kaufman himself. 


Nobel Prize Winner 


T was a rare occasion for one so famous 
as Dr. Christian Lous Lange to give 


Certain Foolish 


poor man discovered that he was there, 
and began to resist him. Hearing the 
noise, Mr. Bull sent one of his footmen 
to help the poor man and the household 
of the lady next door in trying to eject 
Mr. Smith. Presently, other members 
of Mr. Bull’s household came over, as 
well as members of his family from other 
parts of the town, tenants, and em- 
ployees. After some time Mr. Smith 
was ejected, but not before a good deal 
of damage had been done. 


When the dispute was at length over, 
the other people in the street—except 
some who had helped Mr. Smith—agreed 
that he must be punished. So his house- 
breaking implements were taken away 
from him, and some of his furniture. 


The house of one of his friends was 
divided up into flats, and some property 
he had in other parts of the town was 
handed over to a committee of a bur- 
gesses’ association which was formed 
after the dispute. 


Now. this association discusséd 
many proposals for doing 
away with housebreaking—or at any 
rate, keeping it under proper control. 
One suggestion was that housebreak- 
ing implements should be kept in each 
house as before, but under the supervi- 
sion of a committee. No-one felt they 
would be safe without a few housebreak- 
ing implements of their own and the 
proposals were never carried out. 
Everyone began to buy bigger and better 
jemmies. 


One day it was discovered that Mr. 


FROM THE 


EDITOR 


the Merttens Peace Lecture (reported 
last week), and to secure him for this 
year’s lecture was something of a per- 
sonal triumph for Karlin Capper-John- 
son, to whom the task fell as secretary of 
the Friends Peace Committee. 

Most people who have heard of him 
know him as a Nobel Peace Prize winner 
(which he shared with Hjalmar Brant- 
ing in 1921) and as delegate for Norway 
to the League of Nations Assembly, the 
Disarmament Conference, and a great 
many League and international confer- 
ences and committees. 

But his greatest interest, I think it is 
true to say, was in the Inter-Parliamen- 
tary Union, an organization of which far 
too little is known by the general public. 
From 1909 to 1933 he was Secretary of 
this body for bringing together members 
of the parliaments of the world and en- 
couraging them to share their problems 
and experiences and look at their tasks 
{from each other’s point of view. 


Sponsors at Peace Congress 


"THE Chairman of the Peace Pledge 

Union (Stuart Morris) was one of 
more than half a dozen people taking a 
leading part in the National Peace Con- 
gress (see page 16) who hold similar 
positions in their respective organiza- 
tions. 

Another of these was also a PPU Sponsor— 
Henry Carter, who is Cha'rman of the 
Methodist Peace Fellowship. Two. other 
Sponsors who spoke at one or other of the 
many Congres gatherings were Vera Britain 
and Canon C. E. Raven. 


We Live and Learn 


HE Congress was held in the “city and 

county of Bristol,” to quote a corres- 
pondent who has kindly corrected the 
mis:nformation of my youth, when I was 
taught (by the much-vaunted method of 
playing a game) that Bristol was in 
Somerset. 

It is nct in Somerset (or Gloucestershire) 
because, like London, it has its own 
administrative county. Clifton, which I was 
already prepared to be told was in the 
same county (if not actually now part of 
the city), is in Gloucestershire by reason 
of its being north of the River Avon, 
which here forms the boundary between 
that county and Somerset. 


People... 


Smith was also making some more house- 
breaking implements for himself. Every- 
body was very angry, and they discussed 
together what they should do, but in the 
meantime he went on making them. 


Eventually Mr. Bull declared: “ Well, 
he is entitled to his jemmies, but on no 
account must he break into our houses.” 


Presently, however, one or two minor 
burglaries were committed by people 
who had been engaged in the previous 
dispute, in other parts of the town. 
Everybody was again very angry about 
this, and the burgesses’ association dis- 
cussed what should be done. Said Mr. 
Bull; “ After all, it is no concern of mine. 
We had better let the burglars stay 
where they are, but there must be no 
more burglaries.” 


Some of the people whispered to each 
other that Mr. Bull had been a burglar 
onee, and had done very well out of it 
before he reformed, but they took care 
not to let him hear them. 


MEANWHILE, Mr. Smith went 

on making housebreaking im- 

plements, and then he became so bold 

that he knocked down a wall dividing 

his garden from that of the house which 

had been divided into flats and began to 

go to and fro between his own house and 

one of the flats, occupied by a brother of 
his. 

All the people who were against him 
in the recent dispute had said that he 
must not knock down this wall, and 
when he did they again became very 
angry. But Mr. Bull shrugged his 
shoulders and said: “ After all, it is his 
brother who lives in the ground floor 
flat. It is a pity he made so much noise, 
because he disturbed my nap, but what 
can we do? Tell him if he does it to 
another fence I may be rather cross, but 
at the moment I can’t say exactly how 
cross I shall be.” 


A cousin of Mr. Smith was a Jodger in 
another neighbouring house, and the 
occupier of that house felt nervous about 
the safety of his own fence, but some of 
the people in the street said they would 
keep an eye on it, and they hoped things 
would be all right. 


Al this time the people in the 
street went on making and 
sharpening and polishing their house- 
breaking implements. They bought 
bigger and bigger jemmies, because they 
said that since it was no good trying to 
prevent people from having housebreak- 
ing implements you could not feel safe 
from the fear of burglary unless your 
housebreaking implements were better 
than those of your neighbour. 


Another idea they had was to practice 
anti-burglary drill. They practised 
putting brown paper in the place of 
window-panes, because they said that if 
a burglar broke the window when he 
tried to get in it would make them feel 
safer to put brown paper there at once 
than to leave an empty space. It was 
true that the burglar might then tear the 
brown paper away, but one had to do 
what one could. 


Yet another clever idea was to practise 
how to hold one’s breath when bound 
and gagged. It was foolish, they agreed, 
not to be ready for eventualities. 


"THERE were certain foolish 
people in the street who sug- 

gested that the best thing to do would 
be to agree to do away with housebreak- 
ing implements altogether. But the rest 
of the householders pointed out that this 
was quite an impracticable notion... . 
nobody would feel safe any longer. ... 


But there was really no unsSwer to 
such common sense; and so this story 
has no end—yet! 

E. R.S. 
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HOW MANUFACTURERS ARE | 2zeXve 
“ CASHING IN” ON 
A.R.P. 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


THE PRESS GANG 


While -the Poorer Classes Pay 


A TYPICAL instance of the way in 
which manufacturers are “ cashing 
in” on the rearmament programme— 
especially on the ARP aspect—is pro- 
vided by a circular sent to retailers by 
a firm of paper merchants. 
The circular says: 

The Air Raid Precautions Committee 
recommend Viscose Cellulose for sealing 
windows but they do not give any informa- 
tion as to where it can be purchased. 

We are supplying boxes of one dozen 
rolls, each roll containing eight sheets. 
20 x 30, costing you 9d, to sell at Is. 

We are prepared to send one trial tox 
and we are certain that if you advertise 
this film in your locality you will get good 
sales. 


From one retailer the firm in question 
received a reply they had not expected. 
He wrote: 

I object to the suppos:tion that [ lack the 
sufficient knowledge to realize the futility 
of doing anything about air raids and war 
but renounce them as crass idiocy and a 
crime against all that mankind has found 
worth striving for. 

To think that paper can be of any use 
to people threatened with extermination by 
explosives and poison gases, &c., is beyond 
all reasoning and belief. Of what use 
would cellulose paper have been (a sample 
of which you sent me), to the dwellers in 
the houses at St. John’s Wood, during the 
last War to End All War, when four of 
these houses were levelled to the ground 
with a single bomb, leaving many dead? 


The retailer also sent 2 copy of PEACE 
NEWS to the manufacturers and sugges- 
ted that they read what was written 
there on the subject. 


POORER CLASSES 
PAY 
Those whose incomes are drawn from 
profits are—as we showed last week 
—receiving the financial benefit of the 
rearmament programme. They do not, 


” 


however, pay an equitable share of its 
cost. 

Indirect taxation—on food and other 
goods—which is a burden largely borne 
by the poorer classes, is going up. In 
1931-32 it accounted for 38.7 percent of 
the national revenue. In 1936-37 it pro- 
duced 46.6 percent—nearly half. 

Speakers’ notes published by the 
National Peace Council quote an esti- 
mate that, in 1936-37, £38,000,000 was 
paid in taxes on focd alone—represent- 
ing about 18s for every man, woman, 
and child in the country. 


U.S. Manufacturers 
Disappointed 


New York.—The Monthly Market 
Letter issued by Goodbody and Com- 
pany, of New York, finds President 
Roosevelt’s new armament programme 
disappointing. 

In Great Britain, it declares, the arma- 
ment programme of £1,500,000,000 
($7,500,060,000) in five years has preven- 
ted a serious recession in business. But 
America’s production facilities are at 
least three times those of Britain. 

“Therefore the Administraticn should 

really spend about $22,500,000,000 over 
the next five years in order to obtain 
the same effect on business that Eng- 
land is trying to accomplish with her 
rearmament programme. 

“Tt is still quite probable,” the letter 
adds hopefully, “that the defence pro- 
gramme will subsequently be forced at a 
more rapid rate.” 


—Nofrontier News Service. 


[N spite of the almost complete silence 

of the national press, which con- 
tinues to boycott our movement, there is 
a growing desire on the part of the local 
anc provincial papers to report us. This 
is especially true in districts where the 
PPU Group carries on continuous cor- 
respondence. 


Freedom of speech is a heritage we 
ar2 out to defend; freedom to speak the 
truth as we see it at all times, even when 
it conflicts with popular opinion. There 
is just now a great opportunity to appeal 
to all those who, though not with us in 
all aspects, do support us when it is a 
question of the defence of civil libertias. 


Each group should send letters weekly 
to the local press and follow up all those 
who write letters supporting their point 
of view. 


Defend Your Heritage is a vital slogan, 
and has a meaning apart from Terri- 
torials and ARP. 


I have been carrying out experiments 
during the last six months which are 
designed to find out who is “ the-man-in- 
the-street”” and what he is thinking 
about. It is important, as this almost 
proverbial being, we are told, is unwill- 
ing to support our policy. 

T have found him in various ways. For 
instance, starting from Piccadilly Circus 
and walking toward Oxford Circus, I 
have stopped every twenty-first person 
coming toward me‘and by direct ques- 
tioning have asked him what he thinks 
of the “Armament Race” or the “Se- 
curity of ARP”: I have found him by 
speaking to the person who shares my 
lunch in the train—by talking to taxi- 
drivers, busmen, policemen, dustmen, 
clerks, ‘“ Blimps,” and Tom, Dick, and 
Harry, and in almost every case I have 
found that he shares my point of view, 
but lacks faith. He is waiting for a lead. 


Therefore, fill the local press with 
letters on pacifism ani he will read 


them; fill the parks and omen spaces with 
speakers and he will hear them: cover 
th: hoardings with posters and he will 
sea them, and give him a courageous 
lead and he will follow. War is not 
inevitable, and peace is somethinz 
desired by all. 


How to translate this by coordinating 
effort into a movement. which will 
gather strength and assume proportions 
comparable to the armament race, is the 
job of the Peace Pledge Union. Through 
its groups and by the initiative of its 
group leaders it can and will be done. 


E Saal 
* 


I am occasionally asked if I find it 
monotonous going round the country. 
No, I don’t, as adventures often come my 
way. 


Some time ago I was on my way to in- 
augurate a new group, and, whilst travelling 
at 40 m.p.h., lost my near-side rear wherl. 
As it sped ahead of me, I realized that I 
was beginning to turn over sideways, and 
that a “sticky end” lay in front of me. 

I managed to break the lock of the door 
and, half standing on the runniag-board, 
brought the car to a level keel. As the 
wheels touched the ground, the car skidded 
thirty yards owing to my left foot still being 
on the brake pedal. After several amazing 
evolutions I drew up at the side of the kerb 
unscathed and master of the situation! 

A new group was formed that night. 


Summer Camp and Conference, 
July 29 to August 5. 


Details are now almost ready and I st.all 
be able to accept applications for about sixty 
(sleeping in) and a limited number of 
campers who bring their own tents. The 
cost will be approximately 25s. to 30s., in- 
clusive. A full programme is being arranged. 
The subject for discussion throughout the 
week will be “ Approaches to Pacifism,” and 
the lecture each day will be given by a nun- 
pacifist or “ yes-but.” The approaches to be 
tackled will include the cooperative, psycho- 
logical, philosophical, religious, press (the 
man in the street) and individual. 

Afternoons will be free for tennis, walking, 
bathing, boating. and cricket, and the even- 
ings will be given over to full-length debates 
on the morning’s lecture. 
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HAT kind of an animal is this 

which Miss Bennett has discovered? 
“Some have honour thrust upon them ”; 
but I must disclaim this sect, order, cate- 
gory, brand, trademark, or whatever it 
is. Miss Bennett flatters. One of that 
kind is enough. 

I fully appreciate the point of her 
letter; in fact, I think it was met, if 
only theoretically. in the second and 
third of my articles. On the practical 
side, I am sure it is time we recognized 
that the problem of expressing in- 
dividual conviction through the means 
of corporate activity is not at all peculiar 
to the PPU but is inherent in social life 
of any kind and is present every time 
we sit down to a meal together. Our 
appetites, however, do not require 
fascist discipline to save us from gastro- 
nomic anarchy; nor do we find it neces- 
sary to print Rules to be Observed while 
Eating on the menu. But Miss Bennett 
has discovered that pacifism has its 
interior and its exterior activity. She 
appears to think a clash between them 
is inevitable and sees the clash drama- 
tized as fascism or anarchy within the 
group. 

This is, ultimately, only the discovery 
that life is a balanced activity between 
contraries: the solution of Miss Bennett’s 
antimonies lies in the activity itself. 
Pursuit of a common purpose will en- 
able people who normally hate one 
another to work happily and most use- 
fully together. ‘There are diversities of 
gifts but the same spirit.” The effort, of 
course, is to preserve spontaneity (in- 
dividual conviction) and unity (corpor- 
ate activity). And this really isn’t 
difficult so long as you zealously pursue 
a commen purpose. It only becomes 
difficult when you begin to think about 
it: when, in fact, you begin to ask 
questions of right and wrong concerning 
the activity itself. Then it becomes a 
philosophically insoluble problem. 

As the one and only “Plowman 
pacifist” I must claim to know what are 
the alternatives open to such a cne in 
connexion with a disciplined or indis- 
ciplined group. 

(a) I am not free to be a “machine 
wrecker,” because I don't believe in making 
war upon other people's activity. All 
“Anti” societies seem to me pernicious. 

(b) I am not free to “clear right out” so 
long as the group’s activity is something 
with which I want to cooperate. Of course, 
I am if it’s not. 

(c) I am not free to “commit mcral 
suicide” by taking part in activity which is 
contradictory to conviction; for that would 
be wasteful and silly. 


{d) Putlamfree to find joy and delight 
in working toward a common end with 


a PEACE NEWS 


DeatSiat... 


‘« PLOWMAN PACIFIST” REPLIES 


every like-minded person in the group, or 
in the PPU. 


“Love God and do what you like.” 
There's illimitable community with men 
in loving God: there’s sufficiency of in- 
dividuality in doing what you like. But 
many people, alas, think they are loving 
God when they are consistently and 
exasperatedly doing what they don't 
like. 


Aldous Huxley writes Ends and Means. 
John Smith organizes poster parades. 
They are one in the same spirit, and 
pacifism is served by them both. I fail 
to see why either is in need of fascist 
discipline, or what either should desire 
to wreck. To have a conscience is to 
acknowledge the discipline of God. What 
more do you need? 

MAX PLOWMAN. 

12, Woodside, 

Erskine Hill, N.W.11. 


“Dick's”? Belief 


After reading the letter from 
Margarette H. Bennett in PEACE NEWS 
of May 28, I find myself rubbing my 
eyes and scratching my head and won- 
dering whether I dreamed that a man 
known and loved by thousands by the 
simple name of “ Dick,” really founded 
the PPU by the determination to be 
true to the dictates of his own conscience 
and inviting others to do the same. 

“Dick” believed that if people really and 
truly held the same beliefs nothing could pre- 
vent them working together as friends. To 
him pacifism meant a way of life, a personal 
ethic, a belief in the fatherhood of God and 
brotherhood of man. “Dick” lived his 
pacifism. = 

We who signed his simple pledge became 
members of a group of people pledged to up- 
hold at all costs the religious belief in the 
absolute value of the individual. - 

Has the spirit of “ Dick” been so pushed 
out of the Union that within a few months 
of his death we are asking, as this letter does. 
how we are to full together as a movement? 

The letter ends with these words, “ What 
are we going to do about it?” There is only 
one answer to that question. We have just 
to pause and remember that “ Dick ”"—like 
the Master he strove to serve—stood for love. 
He founded the PPU out of that love because 
he realized that the world is sick unto death 
for lack of it and of the peace which is one 
aspect of it. 

He left his work to us to carry on and we 
said at his death “We will not fail you, 
Dick.” How can we do other than fail him 
unless our actions within the PPU are con- 
trolled by his spirit, which was first the spirit 
of Jesus? If we are united in this spirit we 
cannot really be divided, and letters such as 
have appeared lately in PEACE NEWS could 
never be wr:tten. 

MARY MARR. 

1 Mayfield Avenue, 

Woodford Green, Essex. 


Pacifism Begins at Home 


ACCORDING to one’s temperament, 


one is either suspicious of, or 
romantic about, foreigners. The former 
leads to fears and a tendency to war, the 
latter to a non-realistic support of the 
foreigner, which is often mistaken 
for pacifism. It is taken for granted 
that the foreigner has the same gener- 
ous heart as we have and will respond 
with reasonableness if we are reasonable. 
Pacifism, on surer but other grounds, 
must of course also take this view, but 
how many professing pacifists have 
this romantic basis for their pacifism, 
and no other basis? 


The test is, are we able to approach 
our own countrymen with similar feel- 
ings? We understand their language, we 
think we know what is in their minds, 
and see their actions in detail; know- 
ing all this, we become anything but 
romantic about them. Romanticism fails 
!here, and will also surely fail with 
foreigners as one gets closer to them. 


Pacifism is ona surer basis. Dick 
Sheppard showed the way. We must 
Meet our opponents without rancour, 
with a belief that they too are sin- 
cere in their beliefs, however mistaken 

_ we think them to be. It was a cynic who 
said that everything is done from the 
highest motives, referring to some par- 
ticularly barbarous act. Yet there is 
fundamental truth in this saying. 


If our message is to reach the hearts 
of other men, it must do so through an 
appreciation and redirection of good in- 
tentions in others. We need more the 
application of psychology, rather than 
the opposition tactics of a political party. 
To be anti-anything is comparatively 
easy, but it is not easy for us to preach 
and witness to our faith in humanity 
in the present wave of fear which 
sweeps the world. The _ individual 
pacifist cannot change the world, but he 
can witness to his belief to his immedi- 
ate circle. 

FRANK DRANSFIELD. 

* Lauriston,” 

Heath Road, 
Weston, Runcorn. 


ESPERANTISTs’ CONGRESS 


The World Congress of Esperantists will 
be held in London from July 30 to August 6, 
at which there will be a gathering of over 
2,000 (according to appearances) from all 
over Europe and probably from the other 
continents. 


The motive of the author of Esperanto was 
international goodwill by means of an inter- 
national language. The Esperanto Congress 
will be a good means of spreading inter- 
national peace. The PPU might hold a 
special meeting that week and a_ poster 
parade or demonstration in which Esper- 
antists could join. 


Sn PB: 
80. Childwall Lane, Liverpoo}. 


Pacifists and the 
Labour Party 


RAR. Greene, in his article in PEACE 
AVE NEWS (May 21) advises us to join 
the Labour Party. 

At the London Convention last 
September, the Parliamentary Pacifist 
Group carried an emergency resolution 
dealing primarily with the Manifesto of 
the National Council of Labour. It 
declared for “organized and uncom- 
promising opposition to a policy which 
must inevitably lead to war and to the 
end of civilization.” 

If pacifists work in the Labour Party 
their opposition cannot be uncompromis- 
ing. In the overwhelming majority of 
constituencies they must work for the 
return of candidates who support that 
manifesto. How can we expect the 
general public to respect our views if, 
having declared that a certain policy 
“must inevitably lead to war,” we then 
urge them to vote for it? 

According to The Times, Mr. Clynes 
said at Bournemouth (October, 1937), 
that “ pacifism may be glorious, but as 
a political policy it would be deadly for 
this party.” He also said (what we must 
all know), “As a Labour Government 
we provided arms for defence. We 
strengthened the navy and we developed 
the air force.” I quote this—and un- 
fortunately one could quote any number 
of similar statements by the acknow- 
ledged leaders of the Labour Party—to 
try and dispel the illusion that that party 
affords the readiest means of politigal 
expression for pacifism. It is an illusion 
which is doing great harm to the cause 
and it is deeply to be regretted that 
many pacifist leaders cannot see it. 

For these who place their pacifism first 
and who are determined to finish with 
compromise, there is only one way—an 
independent party. It is not an easy 
way, but it will have a salutary effect 


on all non-pacifist parties. 
W. L. WILLIAMS. 
General Secretary, 
Christian Pacifist Party. 

11 Morningside, Coventry. 


PASTCGR NIEMOELLER 

I feel led to urge Christian people 
everywhere to pray, either individually 
or collectively, for Pastor Martin 
Niemoeller and the other pastors in 
Germany who are being persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake. Let us pray that 
they may be sustained during their trial 
and that speedily they may be restored 
to their friends and their work. 

I also feel that much good can be done 
by messages of encouragement being 
sent to Pastor Niemoeller, in German, 
through his wife. I myself have sent two 
such messages, and to the first one I re- 
ceived a warm and appreciative letter 
from Frau Niemoeller. I will be pleased 
to supply the address to anyone who de- 
sires to have it. (A stamped addressed 


envelope will be appreciated.) 
KATHLEEN HOSKIN. 
2 Quintrel Road, 
Newquay, Cornwall. 


IMPLICATIONS OF PACIFISM 

I feel I should like to thank Harry Hunt 
for his letter in your May 21 issue on the 
implications of pacifism. 

For some time I have felt that there is a 
danger that we might be so eager to increase 
our numbers, or to elect into Parliament our 
own representatives or to have such mass 
demonstrations that we may impress and 
convert the country to our way of thinking 
that we may quite overlook the necessity of 
really living pacifism. 

CONNIE STARLING. 

Newhaven, 

Highckiffe-on-Sea, Hants. 


HUMAN “RAW MATERIALS” 


Today we are forgetting Edith Cavell’s last 
message to the world. We even talk of 
“fighting fascism.” The work of pacifists is 
to live l'ves of creative peace and friendship, 
You cannot fight darkness; you can only take 
a light into dark piaces and darkness then 
can no longer exist. 

From many years’ experience with very 
young children in nursery schools, and from 
observing in a child guidance clinic, I am 
convinced that the causes of war really lie 
in the way we adults treat human “raw 
materials.” Children are not naturally aggres- 
sive. Hate and fear and greed need never 
develop if young children grow up in an 
atmosphere where they can become confident 
and cooperative in the vitally important first 
five years of life. These are the years in 
which we get the idea about ourselves which 
we shall probably hold all our lives. ° Dic- 
tators develop from the child whose attitude 
to life is: “All right then, I'N just show them!” 

We adults must train ourselves to be more 
courteous to tiny children, to treat them as 
far as possible as adults, to ask of them, not 
obedience, but cooperation. Obedience implies 
a superior and an inferior person. Coopera- 
tion is a relationship of friendship and 
respect. 

NANCY J. QUAYLE. 

15 Edenhurst Avenue, S.W.6. ’ 
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NOT JUST “PEACE” 
BUT “JUST PEACE 
BUT —” 


¥ BOUGHT a copy of your paper at the 

meeting held at the County Cinema, 
Farnham, last Sunday, and I am glad 
to note that the Union is persistently 
recommending, as I have done for the 
past sixteen years, the search for a just 
peace based upon international control 
and administration of all colonies which 
are not yet self-governing, and economic 
cooperation, as well as a reconstructed 
and reformed League of Nations. 

I should like to urge the importance 
of international control of trade routes 
and open waterways, coupled with a 
universal undertaking not to employ the 
weapon of blockade against any country 
except as an instrument adopted by such 
a League. 

But we have to face the fact that 
Germany, Italy, and Japan have repudi- 
ated the League and refuse participation 
in any kind of League of Nations. 

The Peace Pledge appears to me to be 
utterly indefensible in two aspects:— 

1. Personal: It is intolerable that indivi- 
duals who have accepted the advantages of 
empire all their lives should repudiate their 
duties as citizens and suddenly discover that 
military service is un-Christian in some 
obscure way which does not apply to a State 
church, an empire, law courts, recovery of 
debts, and many other commonplace events 
of civilized life. 

2. National: It is intolerable that 
Quakerism should be recommended as the 
basis of foreign policy with the full know- 
ledge that Quakerism has long been, and is 
sti, utterly unacceptable to the vast 
majority of this and any other nation, with 
the exception of the Chinese, who are now 
fighting with all their might against an 
invader. 

F. TALBOT, 

Chetnole, Reading Road, 

South Fleet, Hants. 
© »,»While Quakerism is a faith which might 
(or should) find expression in a policy of | 
cooperation and sharing, such a policy can=' 
not be said to constitute Quakerism.—Ep. 


CAN PACIFISM HELP ? 


We have recently heard Miss Wellington 
Koo describe the campaign being carried out 
at present by the Japanese in Manchuria and 
the Northern part of China. This is based 
on the use of drugs, by which the people are 
being demoralized, so that they may be used 
as cheap labour by the conquerors. The only, 
answer, says Miss Koo, is to drive out the 
Japanese by force of arms—for drug-warfare 
foHows inevitably in the wake of Japanese 
advance. 

What has pacifism to say to China, of all 
countries, in this situation? Pacifism relies 
upon a faith in the ability of moral force to 
cvercome armed force. But with drug ware 
fare demoralization is automatic; morality 
cannot defend the victims, for there is no 
question of any choice; they receive drugs 
unwittingly, in food and _ cigarettes, for 
instance. 

The course for other countries is clear; we 
must do what we can to influence Japan; for 
one thing we must try to get back to the 
first causes of her discontent. But what shall 
we say to China in the meantime? Could 
paeifism possibly help? 

MARY and ALLAN BRADLEY, 

195 Crimicar Lane, 

Fulwood, Sheffield, 10. 


AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS 


Referring to Mr. E. H. Freeman's letter in 
your May 28 issue, in which he mentions 
Dick Sheppard’s attitude to ARP, I should 
like to say that I possess a letter from Dr 
Sheppard dealing with this very subject. 

I had written to a friend at Swanwick 
Camp last year stating that I considered that 
ARP should be_ resolutely opposed, -on 
grounds similar to those ably set forth by 
Dr. Leighton Yates in his pamphlet A 
Christian Attitude to Air Raid Precautions 
and by some of the recent correspondents in 
your columns. My letter was shown to Dr. 
Sheppard who at once asked for permission 
to reply to it. 

He did so in the letter above mentioned, 
Stating that he absolutely agreed with my 
contentions. He certainly did not give me 
the impress:on that he thought very highly 
of the value of ARP as a means of mitigating 
suffering; his attitude scemed to be one of 
absolute opposition. 

A. L. RAMELL, 

Isis, Melbury Road, 

Bristol, 4. 


CYCLISTS & A.R.P, 


Since my recent letter to you re cyclis(s 
and ARP, I have received a letter from the 
CTC clearing the situation somewhat. 

They say that at- no time were they com- 
mitting or trying’ to commit individual 
members to service in ARP kut were only 
offering their organization. 

As their last statement is more or less 
satisfactory ta me, I have withdrawn my 
resignation. 

D. E. POOLE. 

84, Oxford Sircet, 

Stirchley, Birmingham. 
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LEGAL RIGHTS OF 


Pacifists and 
Police 
at Military 
Shows 


TN view of the military functions to 
* be held in various parts of the country 
in the near future, the following state- 
ment on the legal rights of pacifists has 
been made to PEACE NEWS by Mr. 
Ronald Kidd, Secretary of the National 
Council for Civil Liberties :— 


It may be of interest to recall what 
happened at an air force display in Cam- 
bridgeshire in 1935, at the Dunford and 
Mildenhall air displays. 

Members of peace societies started to sell 
and distribute their literature early in the 
morning, and later the police confiscated the 
leaflets and destroyed some of the posters 
which they carried on sandwich boards, but 
in no ease did the police bring ar: charge 
against these persons. 


BREACH OF PEACE 


My Council (a strictly non-party organiza- 
tion not committed to the particular princi- 
ples of the peace societies in question) was 
instrumental in having summonses issued 
again the Chief Constable and a Sergeant of 
the Cambridgeshire police. The case was 
heard in the Cambridge County Court before 
His Honour Judge Farrant. 

The police sought to justify their irregu- 
larities by affirming that they anticipated that 
the distribution of pacifist literature at or 
near the aerodrome might lead to a breach 
of the peace. The case lasted two days, and 
in his summing-up, the Judge stated— 


(a) that the police had no reasonable 
ground for apprehending a breach of the 
peace; and 


(b) that their conduct had been totally 
illegal. 


RIGHTS OF POLICE 


The police have no legal right to demand 
to see copies of any leaflet, pamphlet, or 
paper which is being distributed, nor have 
they any legal right to lay hands on the dis- 
tributors or to confiscate their literature until 
after an arrest has been made. 

If the distributors are, in the opinion of 
the police, causing a real obstruction, the 
police may order them to move on, but they 
have no power to order them to clear right 
out of the district. 

If ordered to move on, the distributors must 
proceed at a reasonable walking pace and 
while doing so they may continue to sell or 
distribute their literature. 


POSTER PARADES 


Poster parades are perfectly legal, and so 
long as the persons in the parade maintain 
a reasonable distance between each other and 
so long as they proceed in the gutter in the 
same direction as the stream of traffic, the 
police cannot reasonably allege obstruction. 

We are sure that the members of the peace 
societies will wish to assist the police in 
avoiding real obstruction, but it is important 
that they shall know their legal rights and 
shall not accept arbitrary orders which may 
be inspired by some motive other than the 
wish to avoid the commission of a real 
offence. It is, of course, important that 
propagandists shall keep to the public h:gh- 
way and shall not carry on their activities 
on private roads belonging to the air force 
authorities without permission. 

The military_or air force police have no 
jurisdiction eulside lands belonging to their 
respective authorities. 

The civil police are not likely to exceed 
their legal powers at the instigation of the 
military or air force officials, but we shall be 
glad to advise any persons who believe that 
the police have exceeded their authority it 
careful and detailed reports are sent to us. 
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* PEACE 


Diary of 
the Week 


(Latest time to receive notices, 
MONDAY MORNING). 


June. 

4 (Sat.) FOREST GATE; 7 p.m. Capel Road; 
poster parade, followed by 
8 p.m., Corner of Sebert Road; open-air 
meeting; PPU. 

NEWTON ABBOT; 7.30 p.m. Market 
Square; Miss Kate Spurrell and Mr. L. O. 
Brown; PPU. 

5 (Sun.) OAKHAMPTON; 8 pm. Fore 
Street; Mr L. O. Brown and Mr. E. C. 
Maddax; PPU. 

6 (Mon.) PAIGNTON; 7 p.m. The Green: 
Mr. L. O. Brown and Mr. E, C. Maddax; 
PPU. 

7 (Tues.) TOTNES; 7.30 p.m. The Plains, Mr. 
L. O. Brown and Mr. E. C. Maddax; PPU. 
(Tues.) LONDON, W.1.; 7.45 p.m., Kings 
Weigh House, Thomas Street (opposite 
Selfridges); London group leaders’ meet- 
ing: PPU 
EDINBURGH: 8 p.m. Central Hall, Toll- 
cross (Lecture Room); Canon _ Stuart 
Morris on “ Constructive Peace-making ”; 
PPU. 

8 (Wed.) CROYDON; 1 pm. Katherine 
Street; “send-off” meeting for Croydon 
Peace Campaigners, on way to meetinzs 
at— 

HORSHAM; 3 p.m.; and 

DORKING; 7 p.m. Women’s International 
League. 

MORETONHAMPFSTEAD; 7.30 p.m. open- 
air mecting; Miss Kate Spurrell and 
Mr. L. O. Brown; PPU. 

9 (Thurs.) LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10-2 p.m. 13 
Paternoster Row; C. H. Cole (of New 
Zealand) on “ Pacifism & Politics”; PPU. 
TIVERTON; 1.15 p.m. outside factory; 
Hae Donald Fraser and Mr. L. O. Brown; 


PPU. 

CROYDON; 2 p.m. Katherine Street; 
Croydon Peace Campaigners meet for— 
REIGATE and MERSTHAM; 3 p.m. and 
REDHILL; 7 p.m. Women's International 
League. 

LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30-8 p.m. 13  Pater- 
noster Row; The “Star” Man on “Is 
Pacifism the Best Policy? ”’; PPU. 
TIVERTON; 7.30 p.m. Open-air meeting; 
Rev. Donald Fraser and Mr. L. O. Brown; 
PPU. 

BAYSWATER; 8 p.m., Dick Sheppard 
Centre, 52 Queensway; Kingsley Martin 
on “ Public opinion and the Press”; PPU. 

10 (Fri.) CROYDON: 2 p.m. Katherine 
Street; Croydon Peace Crusaders meet 
for— 

GODSTONE GREEN, NUTFIELD, 
BLETCHINGLY; 3-5 p.m. and 

SOUTH GODSTONE; 7 p.m. Women's 
International League. 

FULHAM; 8 pm. Effie Road, Walham 
Green; Robert King at open-air meeting; 
PPU. 

1l (Sat.) GRAVESEND; 3 p.m., [0 Old Road; 
garden party; G, R. Croft (opener); ad- 
mission by programme, 6d; PPU & 
International Friendship League. 
BUSHEY IIEATH; 3 p.m. “ Eothen”; 
R. H. Ward at garden meeting; PPU. 
WELWYN GARUVEN CITY; 3.30 p.m. 28 
High Oaks Road; garden party; address 
by John Barclay; PPU. 

BROMLEY; 4 p.m. YWCA, 13 London 
Road, Roy Walker at garden meeting; 
PPU. 

BOURNEMOUTH; 5.30 p.m. Friends’ 
Meeting House, Avenue Road; poster 
parade; PPU. 

EPPING; 8 p.m. The Green, opposite 
Methodist Church, High Road; open-air 
meeting (if wet in the Methodist Church); 
Dr. Donald Soper & Canon Stuart Morris; 
PPU. 

12 (Sun.) OTLEY; 7.30 p.m. Market Place; 
open-air meeting; Bradford PPU. 
NORBURY; 8 30 p.m. Downsview 
Methodist Church; open-air meeting fol- 
lowed by film show of Kameradschaft and 
shorts; PPU. 


June 

14 (Tues.) HAMPSTEAD; 8.15 p.m. Congre- 
gational Church Hall, Avenue Road, Swiss 
Cottage; debate: Miss E. Thorneycroft 
(PPU) and Mr. W. Farrell, (Hampstead 
Labour Party) “That Collective Security 
is not a Safeguard of Peace.” 
STAMFORD; 7.30 p.m. Assembiy Rooms; 
Canon Stuert Morris and Miss Mary 
Gamble; PPU and FoR. _ (Particulars 
from Guy Metcalf, Main Road, Easton, 
near Stamford.) 

17 (fri.) LONDON, N.W.1; 3 p.m. and 5.45 
pm. Friends House, Euston’ Road; 
Professor Brodetsky, Mr. Musa Husse:ni, 
Dr. A. Maude Royden, Mrs. Joyce 
Pollard and Rev. Henry Carter; The 
Peace Army. 

137-19 (Fri.—Sun.) WREXHAM; YWCA Hut, 
Argyle Street; weekend school for Wales; 
PPU. Particulars from J. Manford Jones, 
N.P. Bank House. Wrexham. 

18 (Sat.) ASHFORD; 3.15 p.m. Large 
Cooperative Hall, High Street; regional 

Details from Harry 

Canterbury Road, 


conference; PPU. 
Barker, “ Harbre,” 
Kennington. Ashford. 

19 (Sun.) HENLEY-ON-THAMES; Fric=<s’ 
Meeting House, Northfield End; one-day 
conference; PPU. Details from Donald 
G. Groom, 15 Upper Redlands Road, 
Reading. 
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EDUCATIONAL 


PRIVATE TUTOR can accept backward 
boy or youth as boarder, or foreign student 
to learn English—Box 79, PEACE NEWS, 
17 Featherstone Buildings, W.C.1. 


—— ee 

ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL. LETCH- 
WORTH (recognized by the Board of 
Education). A thorough education for boys 
and girls to 19 years, at moderate fees in an 
open-air atmosphere of ordered freedom and 
progress. Headmaster: H. Lyn Harris, M.A., 
L}.B.(Camb.). 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL 

ena aD ca ae 

MISS J. D. WALLINGTON, health prac- 
titioner, osteopath, bonesetter, treats all 
conditions of ill-health by natural methods: 
particularly successful with rerve and diges- 
tive cases. Consultations by appointment. 
1 Ashley Place, S.W.1 (Victoria 0131). and 2 


nee Way North, Letchworth. (Letchworth 


PARS for the 
PLATFORM 


Who are Arming Germany? 


USSIAN oil for Italy, Russian 

_ Manganese ore for Germany, Rus- 
sian oil for Franco, Swedish iron for 
Germany, American shells for Germany. 
Who are arming the fascist countries, 
which are regarded everywhere as cen- 
tres of war? The democratic countries. 
“ Fascist ” capitalists and “ anti-fascist ” 
workers. 

The following figures come 
Les Nouveaux Cahiers of May 1: 

According to the Ministry of Finance, 
France exported 5,861,611 tons of iron ore to 
Germany in 1935; 7,793,176 in 1936; and 
7,132,923 in 1937. 

Between 1933 and 1937 the French produc- 
tion of iron ore increased by 7,500,000 tons, 
which were all exported, chiefly to Germany. 
The statistics are: 

French Production, French Export. 


from 


1933)... = 30,211,000 tons, 10,986,000 tons. 
1934 .. 31,933,000 _,, 12,641,000 ,, 
1935 .. 32,046,000_ ,, 16,632,000 ,, 
1936 .. 33,208,000 ,, 18,252,000 ,, 
1937... 37,769,000 _,, 19,321,000 _,, 


If Tension is Eased 
Why Must We Be Still Stronger? 


UR first duty is to make ourselves so 
strong that nobody would care to attack 
us, and that when we try to use our influence 
for peace our voice is go:ng to be listened to. 
That, Mr. Chamberlain says, is the first 
part of the Government's policy, but it is 
not enough. To secure peace the Govern- 
ment must try to find out those questions 
which might lead to war, and to do that they 
must be ready. to enter into conversation with 
other nations, even if they do not like the 
other nations’ politics. 

Thus it is by building up our defences and 
entering into peaceful conversations that they 
hope to achieve their purpose. By this 
Policy they have already achieved results 
which have been received all over the world 
with the warmest approval, because they have 
led to an easing of tension and a greater 
feeling of confidence. 


~-The Times, May 7. 


HEN air expansion began in 1945 the 

RAF had in Britain 52 aerodromes and 
depots. The various successive schemes pro- 
vided for 59 new stations, of which 30 are 
now in occupation. Thirty-four existing 
aerodromes have keen extenced. 

To house the still greater air force these will 
not be sufficient. When it is created there 
will be approximately 150 military aero- 
dromes in Britain. 

During the last three years the RAF has 
more than doubled its personnel, absorbing 
4,500 pilots, 32,300 men and 8,500 boy 
entrants and apprentices. This year’s 
Estimates provided for recruiting 1,800 pilots, 
14,000 men, and 3,000 boys. 

These figures, taking retirements into 
account, bring the total RAF personnel th’s 
year to about 90,000—treble the 1935 total. 
Another 60,000 pilots, men and boys will be 
needed. 

—News Chronicle, May 5. 


Women’s Place in the War Machine 


T was announced at the War Office yester- 

day that a meeting was to be held there 
today to consider the formation of a women’s 
organization to supply, on mobilization, the 
military requirements for various non-com- 
batant duties similar to many of those which 
women undertook during the Great War. 
Women who joined any of the units of the 
proposed organization would be trained in 
their various duties, but their units would 
only become effective parts of the Terri- 
torial Army on the outbreak of war, thus 
releasing the fullest number of men for 


combatant duties. 
—The Times, May 6. 


Reward of War 


"THE reward of those who make war 
& against God and his apostle, and strive 
after violence in the earth, is only that they 
shall be slaughtered or crucified—or that they 
shall be banished from the land; that is a 
disgrace for them in this world, and for them 
in the next is mighty woe. 
—From the Koran. 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 


ALBUMS, SCROLLS, &c.. from 3 to 100 
guineas. Battley Brothers Ltd.. Printers and 
Publishers, The Queensgate Press, Clapham 
Park, S.W.4. 
SSS a Se es 

LECTURES 


——— ee eeeSeeSSSeSSsFSMSSSSSSSS 


THE FUTILITY AND SUICIDAL POLICY 
OF WAR; the above address given by Captain 
Butcher, 75 Lexnam Gardens, Kensington. 
Anytime, anywhere, without fee or expenses. 


PERSONAL 


COMPANION wanted to share modern 
self-contained flat with young idealist (man, 
24). Barnet district. Very near station with fine 
view of woods. Bath and every convenience. 
15s. weekly to suitable person. Vegetar:an 
preferred. Box 94, PEACE NEWS, 17 
Featherstone Buildings, W.C.1. 


FRIEND wishes to find another woman to 
share cottage midst varied community 
interests, beechwoods, space and _ quiet. 
Ellery, “Elcot,” Jordans, Beaconsfie'd. 


RELIGIOUS 


QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends. free on applica- 
tion to the Friends Home Service Committee, 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


SERVICES 


AS PLANNED BY DICK SHEPPARD 
Celebrations of the Holy Communion 
take place in the Crypt of St. Paul's 
every Wednesday at 745 a.m., when 
prayers are offered for the renunciation 
of war and for those engaged in the 
peace movement 


SITUATIONS 


Vacant 
HOMELY MOTHER'S HELP required. Two 
girls, 3 years, 10 months, plain cooking. For 
further details apply Mrs. Monk, 51 Ruskin 
Walk, Herne Hill, S.E.24. Phone Brixton 2863. 


Wanted 


TRAINED CERTIFICATED TEACHER, 16 
years’ experience as Head, requires part time 
post. English, history. geography, art, needle- 
work, and handwork. Box 93, PEACE NEWS, 
17 Featherstone Buildings, W.C.1. 


TYPEWRITING 


THE SOUTH LONDON TYPEWRITING 
BUREAU, 51 Ruskin Walk, London, S.E.24. 
Phone Brixton 2863 for duplicating, type- 
writing, printing, publicity, &c. Ribbons 3s. 
post free. Shorthand tuition, day, postal. 
Licensed Annually by LCC. Office Staffs 
Free to Employers. 

TYPING FOR “PEACE,” Jean's Typing 
and Duplicating Office are waiting for any 
jobs you may have—large or small Speed. 
efficiency, and tow charges. Phone Bishops- 
fate 3309: 7 Broad Street Station, Liverpool 
Street, EC.2 


WHERE TO STAY 


ANGLESEY, Benllech Bay. Full board 
accommedation from 35s. Opening June 4. 
Splendid food and comfort at camping cost. 
Proprietor active peace worker.—Gwynata, 
Marianglas, Anglesey. 


COTSWOLDS for early holidays, Sunny 
position in the “ Valley of Peace.” Altitude 
Goof. Attractive “food reform” fare. Log 
fires, Constant hot water. Own car.—Tariff 
from Proprietors. A. C. and E. Rogers, 
“Fortune's Well,” Sheepscomb, near Stroud, 
Glos, ‘Phone: Painswick 2386. 

DEVON AND CORNWALL FOR EARLY 
HOLIDAYS.—Two delightful and well- 
recommended Guest Houses, Newquay and 
Dawlish. New illustrated brochure.—Douglas 
Bishop, “Fairfield,” Dawlish (mention 
PEACE NEWS). 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food 
Reform Guest House. Alt G00ft. For happy 
holiday or restful recuperation. Increased 
accommodation, Central heating throughout; 
h. and c. water in all bedrooms. Central 
for conferences.—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The 
Briars, Crich, near Matlock. Telephone 
Ambergate 44. Station, Ambergate (L.MS.). 


FRIENDS’ CC:7VALESCENT AND HOLI- 
DAY I-OME, Canvey Island, Essex. Terms 
from £1 Is. per week.—Apply, Miss Mabel 
Stewart, 44 Cranley Gardens, Falmers Green, 
N.13. 


NEW FOREST. The Guest House, Godshill, 
Fordingbridge, Hants. Beautiful country. 
Riding. tennis, river bathing. Vegetarians 
welcome. 


SUNNY SUSSEX. Small Guest House. 
Quiet garden, lovely walks. Bus Eastbourne. 
Warner, Privett Cottage, Cowbeech, Hailsham, 


WORTHING.—Vegetarian Food Reform. 
Special attention, individual diet. Three 
minutes sea. Easy access Downs.—Barritt, 
72 Church Walk. 
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Parliamentary Notes 


PEACE NEWS 


By Our Lobby Correspondent 


‘REARMAMENT IS LEADING TO FASCISM 


“FJ"HE Labour Party got a 
‘f= startling reminder of what its 

demand for increased effici- 
ency in the organization of this 
country for war will ultimately 
mean. 


During last week’s debate on the pro- 
pcsed Defence Inquiry, Mr. Hugh 
Dalton, who moved for the Opposition, 
identified himself with Mr. Churchill’s 
demand for a Ministry of Supply. 


Mr. Dalton said that such a Ministry 
must have the same powers which the 
Ministry of Munitions had during the 
War, and must have control over all 
stages of manufacture. 


Mr. Dalton thought he could say this 
and yet not be discovered as propound- 
ing the institution here and now, under 
a capitalist Government, of the totali- 
tarian State. 


I have always predicted that Labour 
leaders like Mr. Dalton cannot for long 
pursue their present demand for larger 
and more terrifying armed forces with- 
out revealing themselves as the true 
fascists. 


Hitler and Mussolini both began as 
socialists. Whether a man remains a 
socialist depends very largely on the 
extent to which he allows himself to be 
persuaded in courses of violence. 


Mr. Kirkiwood Remembered 


The Prime Minister quickly seized on 
the essential weakness in Mr. Dalton’s 
demand for a return to something like 
the Ministry of Munitions. 


It meant, said the Premier, tak- 
jing power of absolute control over 
the whole of industry. It meant, he 
continued, the power to suspend or 
release trade union regulation, power 
over strikes, power over the dilution 
of labour— 


But at that point, Mr. Chamberlain 
was able to get no further with his 
description of the fascist consequences 
of a Ministry of Supply. Like an angry 
bull, Mr. David Kirkwood burst forth 
from the back benches that they were 
gceing to have none of that. 


Mr. Kirkwood remembered, and Mr. 
Dalton didn’t. Mr. Kirkwood fought 
dilution and fascism in the last war, not 
on the fields of Flanders and Italy, 
where Mr. Dalton fought, but in Beard- 
moor’s forge, and found himself in con- 
sequence in the dungeons of Edinburgh 
Castle. 


It was precisely this issue which in 
the last war the pacifists were able to 
use in their effort to bring Labour 
back to a saner outlook. It is equally 
important and that pacifists should 
now grasp the significance of the un- 
bridgeable gulf which is now opening 
at Labour’s feet. 


Labour members are trying to accom- 
plish the impossible. On the one hand 
they are conniving at the provision of a 
powerful armament in order, as they 
say, to defeat fascism abroad. But with 
every word they utter in favour of 
armaments they bring nearer here 
at home a fascism which will crush 
every working-class movement. 


If pacifists cannot make that clear to 
the Labour movement, then we are 
incapable of doing our job. 


Fascist Plans are Ready 


For the farther stimulation of Mr. 
Kirkwood and a few other wise souls 
still able to benefit by their memories of 
the past, it is only necessary to say that 
the Prime Minister, although rejecting 


AT HOME 


the Ministry of Supply for the present, 
announced that 
in actual war such a ministry would be 
essential—indeed we have plans ready for 
such a ministry which could be put into 
operation at once in such circumstances. 
I repeat, therefore, that the totali- 
tarian State will be in being at the 
beginning of the next war. For Labour, 
the conflict with fascism will be lost, at 
Jatest, with the declaration of the war. 


Van Zeeland Report 
Betrayal 


F even greater moment than the 

Censure debate, was the Board of 
Trade Supply discussion on the previous 
day. 


It drew from Mr. Cross, the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, a most disastrous 
statement concerning the Van Zeeland 
recommendations. 


The Daily Express announced recently 
that a beginning would shortly be made 
—it mentioned June as the probable 
date—with Van Zeeland’s proposal to 
get the have and have-not nations 
together in a common examination of 
the issues which divide them. Even 
some leading pacifists speak and write 
as though the nations were proceeding 
almost pro forma to this desirable 
inquiry. 


The truth is, of course, that the 
British Government, as much respon- 
sible as anyone for Van Zeeland’s 
appointment, has not done a thing to 
implement his recommendations. It 
has no intentfon of doing so. 


On the contrary, it is so concerned for 
the retention of its own evil system of 
tariffs, restrictions, colonial preferences 
and possessions which make up the 
general paraphernalia of its imperialism, 
that a frank confrontation of the claims 
of other countries in all these matters is 
the last thing the imperialist Tory Party 
desires. 


The Tories never say this openly. Mr. 
Cross was most careful to reveal no evil 
intent of our own. He asserted that the 
atmosphere of loyal cooperation between 


nations, as visualized by Van Zeeland 
himself, was not present. So _ the 
moment “was not ripe.” 


If Mr. Chamberlain had talked like 
that about the Anglo-Italian pact, 
there would have been no pact. When 
he wanted friendship with Italy, bad 
as the moment was he deemed it 
ae ripe.” 

Because of the view of other countries 
with whom soundings had been made, 
Mr. Cross said that this was not the pro- 
pitious moment for the exploratory work 
recommended by Van Zeeland. The 
moment was equally unpropitious when 
the’ recommendations were actually 
made. Nations, like men, weighed down 
by the sense of their own wrong-doing, 
find all occasions for putting an end 
thereto quite unpropitious. The Govern- 
ment must be made to realize that. 


Vital Issue for Pacifism 


Finally, Mr. Cross’s crowning affront 
to public intelligence was offered in his 
explanation that we couldn’t proceed 
with Van Zeeland’s recommendations 
because even Scandinavia, Holland, and 
Belgium could not adhere to the more 
favourable trade obligations fhey 
assumed to one another only a year ago. 


O course they could not! These 
smaller countriés of the world all suffer 
from the lunacies of the larger. No trade 
convention can survive for long in a 
world whose conditions are settled on the 
basis of what the strong by their 
strength alone wring from the weak. 


Some much more effective effort is 
now needed to hail the National Gov- 
ernment before the bar of public opinion 
on the issue raised in the statement by 
Mr. Cross. 


I only hesitate to charge the Opposi- 
tion with having failed in that duty, be- 
cause I am not certain that the pacifist 
movement is itself seized of the vital 
political importance of this issue to 
pacifism. 


Indeed, pacifists on this occasion will 
find it quite illogical to criticize the 
Opposition at all, as Mr. David Grenfell, 
who led for the Labour Party, said: 


I hope this government will play its part 
in the promotion of international agree- 
ments for the easing of trade facilities and 
for securing greater access to raw materials. 
There is no way out save by a recasting 
of the whole economic system of trade and 
international commerce. 


ne 


U.S. Views on the European Scene 


“FORCE AGAIN 
RULES” 


“WitTH Mr. Eden's swan song ringing 
from the front pages, it seems 
evident that a new departure has been 
made,” said the New Yark Herald 
Tribune of Mr. Chamberlain's foreign 
pclicy just over three months ago. “Be- 
fore criticizing Mr. Chamberlain’s new 
departure,” declared the same leading 
article, “one must see what it yields.” 


Swift changes have followed the 
agreement. It is interesting to see how 
America has viewed them. 

When Czechoslovakia suddenly be- 
came a burning issue, readers of the 
Herald Tribune were told in a message 
from Paris: 

During the London negotiations which 
ended this afternoon (April 29) the British 
Government agreed to fight for France if 
the French were called upon to defend 
Czechoslovakia from German aggression. 
The same issue carried a message from 

Berlin reporting that “the extent of the 
Franco-British agreement reported from 
London today brought official circles 
here to a state of consternation.” This 
referred not only to the new military 
understanding, but to economic plans 
regarding Czechoslovakia and Danubian 
countries. 


In this connexion it may be recalled 
that nearly a month previously the 
Herald Tribune had taken Mr. Chamber- 
lain’s “new departure” to mean that he 
would “still stand by France, but on a 
basis which would seem to relegate 


France to the position of an isolated and 
second-rate Power.” 


GERMAN PRESSURE 


Another American newspaper, the 
New York Times, represented the diplo- 
matic activity which was going on in 
European capitals toward the end of 
April as being designed to meet “the 
dynamic outward pressure of Nazi 
Germany.” It commented, too, on the 
possibilities of a Four-Power Pact. 

On the subject of Czechoslovakia and” 
the Franco-British alliance the New 
York Times said: 


In the Western axis, as in that of Rome- 
Berlin .. - there is more unity of military 
power than of political objectives; while 
Czechoslovakia raises an immediately 
thorny issue before it. 

With the Czechs Mr. Chamberlain seems 
to be emulating a course which Sir Edward 
Grey once adopted in regard to Belg:um. 
He still hopes to save the Czechs (and with 
them the Danube Basin) by an impressive 
show of strength which will, nevertheless, 
involve no commitment .. . it may only 
lead him [Hitler] to hurry the faster while 
the absence of any definite commitment 
g.ves him time. 

On May 6, the Herald Tribune pub- 
lished, under the heading, “Force again 
Rules,” a letter which declared: 

The so-called British-Italian accord, 
Jately hailed, in lieu of something better as 
a sop to the peace of Europe, focuses into 
its true perspective of a mere dislocation 
of the Rome-Berlin axis, as temporary as 
the immediate purposes of the dictators 
make it expedient. 

For Mussolini hates democracy—which is 
as well exemplified by His Britannic 
Majesty’s Government as by any other in 
the world—and any understanding between 
the two countries is one of necessity only 
and cannot be counted upon as a permanent 
guarantee of peace. 
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NO COMMITMENTS 
FOR CANADA 


Premier on League’s 


Task 


THE only feasible course for the League 
of Nations to adopt is 

concentrated attention on the exploration 

of the possibilities of peace through 

methods of conciliation, cooperation, and 
the organizing of world forces for good 
will 
said the Federal Premier, Mr. Mackenzie 
King, in the Canadian Parliament last 
week. 

He declared he was opposed to build- 
ing the League into an “international 
war office or an instrument of force,” 
and to automatic commitments of the 
League. 


On the subject of foreign policy, he 
said that as Canada had no commitments 
to take part in war, or to remain neutral 
in all circumstances, Parliament would 
decide what would be done “ if and when 
the emergency arises.” 


Italo-German 


Trade Pact 


The Italian port of Trieste is expected 
to benefit under a German-Italian trade 
agreement for which negotiations have 
just ended in Berlin. Unofficial reports 
declare that the German Government 
have agreed to 1,000,000 tons of German 
imports and exports passing through 
Trieste each year. 


Under an Italo-Austrian agreement of 
1934 the Italian and Austrian Govern- 
ments paid freight bounties on traffic 
through Trieste, to enable the latter to 
meet the competition of northern ports— 
particularly Hamburg. Previous nego- 
tiations between Italy and Germany, de- 
Signed to aid the port or Trieste, have 
proved ineffectual. 


Gas Masks for School 
Children 


In the event of an “emergency” 
all school children will be provided 
by the Government with respirators 
which they will carry with them to 
and from school. Containers will 
also be provided. 


These facts were given in Parliament 
last week by the Under-Secretary to the 
Home Office in reply to Mr. Cecil H. 
Wilson, MP, who had asked whether 
children would have two masks—one for 
home and one for school—or only one. 


Mr. Wilson intends to ask further questions 
on the subject. 


C.T.C. DROPS A.B.P. 


Strong opposition from many members is 
the reason for the action (referred to in a 
letter on page thirteen) of the Cyclists’ Tour- 
ing Club in apparently dropping plans for 
officially joining in ARP. 


A letter has been sent to all the district 
associations of the CTC, in which it is made 
clear that it is impossible to offer the organiz- 
ation of the CTC for ARP, and suggesting 
that it should now be left to members to act 
as they think fit in the matter. 


More Strikes in 
Jamaica 


Troops have been used in Jamaica this 
week to quell fresh strikes which have 
broken out in various parts of the island. 

In one case Mr. Bustamente, the 
Labour leader just released from prison, 
addressed the strikers, telling them not 
to give trouble to Crown forces. 


BRITISH GUIANA, TOO 


Wage increases have been recom- 
mended for banana-handlers at all ports 
by the Conciliation Board. 


This follows increases already granted to 
longshoremen in Kingston. The Public Works 
Department has increased its labourers’ 
wages from 3s. to 3s. 9d. per day, on the 
recommendation of the Board. 


Partial stoppages of work have also been 
reported from British Guiana, although re- 


| ports of riots and disturbances have been 


denied. 


PEACE NEWS 


June 4, 1938 


National Peace Congress United 
on Many Issues 


BUT COLLECTIVE SECURITY 
CAUSED A SPLIT 


Pacifists Well Represented 


From Our Special Correspondent, 
HAROLD F. BING 


HIS year’s National Peace Congress, held at Bristol last weekend, 
was a Significant revelation of the general tendencies of the peace 


movement, 


It is the most representative gathering of its kind which is held in this 
country and this year was attended by some 700 delegates from all over Great 


Britain, representing 70 national and 
300 local organizations of many kinds 
and by 300 visitors. Despite the diversity 
represented the Congress showed re- 
markable unanimity—except, of course, 
on that issue which so deeply divides 
the peace movement today—namely, 
between those who advocate collective 
security, if necessary by armed force, 
and those who take the pacifist position. 


As no vote was taken on this issue 
it is impossible to say what was the 
relative strength of the two groups, 
but I think there is no doubt that the 
pacifist position was more strongly re- 
presented than at any previous Con- 
gress. 


YOUTH WELL IN EVIDENCE 


Criticisms frequently heard of previous 
National Peace Congresses were that 
they were attended almost entirely by 
elderly people, that the platform was 
too conservative and academic and that 
too little opportunity was given for the 
expression of rank and file opinion. Such 
criticisms could certainly not be made 
of this year’s gathering. 


It was remarkable how large a pro- 
portion of those attending belonged to 
the post-War generation—a welcome 
sign—and the rest for the most part 
belonged to the pre-War generation. 
One did seem to feel that the War gen- 
eration was not very numerously repre- 
sented, but after all only a remnant of 
that generation survives. 


Even the children played their part, 
for one of the outstanding features of 
the Congress was the Children’s Peace 
Festival, arranged in cooperation with 
the Bristol Education Committee in 
which over 2,000 school-children shared 
in a programme of song, dance, and 
verse-speaking and listened to an in- 
spiring address from the Rev. Gwilym 
Davies, organizer of the Welsh Chil- 
dren’s Annual “ Good Will Day” mes- 
sage to the children of the world. 


The leading speakers were not only 
experts in their subjects, but outspoken 
and radical in their probing of the 
causes of present evils and in their in- 
dication of remedies. 


As for the discussions, while at every 
session there were many in so large a 
gathering who wished to speak but could 
not obtain a hearing, yet time was given 
for all points of view to be heard and 
several sessions ran beyond the official 
closing time. d 


IMPERIALISM MUST BE 
ENDED 


The general theme of the Congress 
was “Peace in Relation to the Social 
Needs of the People,” and there was 
, unanimous recognition of the fact that 
no peace can be of real value which is 
not based on justice. 


Moreover, it was recognized that 
this justice must not be merely on 
the question of frontier revisions and 
access to markets, but even more 
fundamentally must involve the com- 
plete ending of imperialism so that 


and the ending of an economic system 
based on exploitation which even in 
the ruling countries makes one class 
subject to another. 


The causes of war lying in our econ- 
omic system both at home and in its 
colonial aspect have probably never be- 
fore been so unequivocally expressed 
at a National Peace Congress in this 
country, while the speeches from the 
several representatives of the coloured 
peoples who were present gave the Con- 
gress first-hand revelations of the effects 
of imperialism upon the lives of its 
victims. 


DANGER OF FASCISM 
AT HOME 


Although a considerable number of 
those present were earnest advocates of 
war against fascism, both Ronald Kidd 
in his survey of recent restrictions on 
civil liberty and Professor J. D. Bernal 
in dealing with ARP, showed how the 
preparation for such a war (or any other 
war) involved the danger of the intro- 
duction of a home-made brand of 
fascism in our midst. 


The Congress covered a very wide field, 
including international economic and social 
policy (speakers: Lord Marley and Clifton 
Robbins, of the ILO) Minorities (C. A, 
Macartney), the League and its future (Rev. 
Henry Carter and Kingsley Martin), the 
colonial problem (Leonard Barnes and W. 
Arthur Lewis, a West Indian negro), war 
preparation, social welfare, and civil liberties 
(Mrs. M. Pavitt and Ronald Kidd), the current 
international situation (Dr. R. W. Seton- 
Watson), local peace organization in relation 
to air raid precautions and political action 
(Professor J. D. Bernal and Philip Hopkins). 


In addition an extremely well-atter “-d 
meeting of teachers and others took part in a 
special session devoted to “The Teacher and 
World Peace,” addressed by Dr. C. E. M. 
Joad and Miss Winifred Organ, of the NUT 
Executive, while Canon Raven preached to a 
packed congregation at the special congress 
service in St. Peter’s Church. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY 
CONGRESS 


At the final session resolutions were 
adopted unanimously or by overwhelm- 
ing majorities 

Repudiating the recognition of Italy’s Con- 
quest of Abyssinia ; 


Affirming the right of the peoples of China 
and Spain to self-determination and calling 
upon the British Government to prevent 
assistance to their aggressors ; 

Condemning the annexation of Austria by 
armed force and expressing sympathy with 
Czechoslovakia in its desire to maintain its 
independence and integrity; 

Urging a more generous application of the 
right of asylum for refugees in this country ; 

Demanding remedial measures in Jamaica 
and asking the League of Nations to consider 
the formation of an International Voluntary 
Service Corps for economic and similar relief 
work. 


Despite the large measure of agree- 
ment on these and most other specific 
issues, however, the cleavage between 
the pacifist and the collective security 
standpoints made impossible the adop- 
tion of a general Mantfesto expressing 
the Congress’s policy in relation to the 


no people shall be subject to another |! present international situation. 


AIR DISPLAYS 
WERE 
CHALLENGED 


From Our Own Correspondents 


GRoups in the Croydon region gave 
enthusiastic support to a demonstra- 
tion, arranged by Purley group, at 
Kenley Aerodrome on Saturday, in con- 
nexion with the Empire Air Day display. 
PPU posters were well in evidence at the 
entrances to the aerodrome where members 
distributed leaflets to the visitors. 

In addition, other members from time to 
time paraded the length of a road which 
crosses the aerodrome with slogans made up 
of single-word posters. The effectiveness of 
this method was apparent when onlookers 
could be heard, looking down the line of 
boards, reading the slogans aloud. 

Ly 
* 

About fifteen people representing the 
North Wales Committee of the PPU took 
part in the demonstration at the air 
display in the Llyn Peninsula, Carnar- 
vonshire. 

This was where the bombing school was 
built, against the wishes of the people. Many 
Nationalists were also demonstrating. One 
PEACE NEWS seller had his poster ripped 
off by someone who mistook him for a 
Nationalist. 

A large number of War’s New Target pam- 
phlets were distributed and PEACE NEWS 
sold. It was felt tha; a useful day’s work 


had been done, in breaking new ground. 
“* 
LT 

Nottingham’s recent air raid display 
was praised loudly in the press, on the 
screen, and over the air. 

The avowed purpose of this display was 
to show the citizens of Nottingham how 
efficient are the measures taken for their 
protection. The said citizens turned out in 
hundreds to see the mock warfare. 

Public opinion on the display, as evidenced 
by the remarks of the crowd, might be sum- 
med up thus: 

1. The whole thing was a grand morning's 
amusement; 

2. The world had gone raving mad, in- 
cluding Britain. 

3. If we were attacked the pathetic dis- 
play offered little hope of survival. 
Nottingham PPU members felt it too good 

an opportunity to miss, and on the previous 
Saturday they toured the city in cars with 
special posters. This was repeated during 
the actual display. Others sold PEACE 
NEWS. 


Drama 


He Said *“No”’ 
to War 


Pax Players presented the first per 

formance of Objection Sustained to 
an audience of 450 people in the East 
Ham Town Hall last week. 

Written by J. J. Simmonds, a Christian 
pacifist, the play depicts in a very realis- 
tic manner the hardship and suffering of 
a young lad who, in early 1916, refused 
military service on religious grounds. 

General Saunders, father of Peter, the 
lad, fails to see how Peter’s Christian 
ideals differ from those of other 
Christians in the military forces. 

Peter’s attitude and arguments when 
brought before the tribunal, can be 
summed up in the words of the Military, 
Representative at the close of the tri- 
bunal: “What a fine lad, what faith, 
what grit.” Peter’s application for ex. 
emption is refused. 


IN PRISON 


The first scene of act three takes place 
in Sidmouth Barracks, December, 1916. 

The occupants of the cell, Peter, Harris and 
Reed—all Christian pacifists—have obviously 
been very badly treated during the preced- 
ing months. The scene closes with the 
insanity and death of Harris. 

The final scene chows Peter, now a physi- 
cal wreck, in Dover prison in September, 
1918. His efforts to get from his »%ed so that 
he might kneel and offer ‘this last act of 
reverence to God prove too much for him. 
His 24 years of suffering are brought to a 
dramatic end. 

To those who approach pacifism from the 
broad standpoint it is unfortunate that 
pacifism has been based solely upon the 
Christian aspect. All the arguments as to 
why a Christian should participate in war 
are adequately and effectively disposed of, 

DORIS STANTON. 


ANOTHER ANTI-WAR PLAY 
From a Correspondent 


A magnificent anti-war play, Bury the 
Dead, is now running at the Unity 
Theatre, Goldington Street, London, 
N.W.1. Pacifists should see it—and take 
at least one unconverted friend with 
them. 

The play is on until July 3 (including Sun- 
days). Unity Theatre being really a private 
theatre club, the cost of entrance fee and 
annual subscription (2s.) has to be added to 
the price of a seat. To those who feel a 
working-class theatre ought to be supported, 
however, this extra initial cost will not 
present any difficulty. 


TWO SIDES TO THE P.P.U. 


The double aspect of the Peace Pledge 
Union was stressed by Max Plowman in 
the last of the four lunch-hour addresses 
at Friends House, London, of which the 
subject has been “ The Work Before the 
PPU.” 

The PPU, he said, is essentially a 
movement of persons with one common 
belief. They know that the nature of 
peace is such that it cannot be enforced; 
that society is made up of parts, and if 
the parts are prepared to organize for 
war then it is futile for the whole society 
to declare for peace. 

The pledge might be called a negative 
decision, yet, when you made it, your whole 
attitude was changed. And from there you 
had to move forward to a peace policy, 
though with care, because cooperation could 
only be built on agreed purpose. 

“The trouble is,” said the speaker, “that 
it is far more difficult now to remove the 
evil which is the root and ground of fascism 


and communism alike, than it would have 
been twenty years ago. 

“What we have got to do is to get across 
to the hearts and consciences of the Ger- 
man, Italian, and Russian people. That is 
a very tall order. The only way to do so 
is to make such magnificent and genuine 
offers as will be understandable by the 
ordinary people.” 

The movement, however, was two-sided. 
They meant peace, but they were also wit- 
nesses to something that they believed to be 
true. They had got to maintain that witness. 

Yet how could they renounce war in a 
totalitarian society ? 

“This is the point we have got to f..:e 
What is the moment when we ought to say: 
‘This activity which is going on is war in 
effect. 1 renounce the preparation for war as 
I have renounced the activity’? 

“If we go on exactly as we are going on 
now we become in action indistinguishable 
from anyone else. If we are going to be 
distinguishable in a state of emergency, it is 
essential that we should be distinguishable 
before that state of emergency.” 
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